PRAYER

God One and Triune, give us the strength to love you, so that, loving you, we can know you, and knowing you, we can love you…. A love to resemble more each time to your Divine Community...
God, Father: keep firm in our interior the attraction towards your Son (Jn. 12, 32) that inspired us of our first awakening in His following...
Lord Jesus,


Make me a sacrament of your presence in this beautiful world:

Let my feet be yours, so that you in me can accompany the lonely;


Let my hands be yours, so that you in me can hold the weak;


Let my eyes be yours, so that others can see you- love, compassion, understanding... in my eyes


Let my tongue be yours, so that you can speak in me to others...


That I may transform completely in you...

Holy Spirit: Come, fill our hearts with the unifying love which is You Yourself, so that, we could be your presence in a world of divisions, disagreement and hatred.... 

Father Augustine, guide us in the paths of your monastic ideal. You, who let yourself to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and the needs of the brothers of your time, help us by your fatherly intercession; that we may let ourselves be guided by the Spirit to be useful in fulfilling of the Will of the Father, and let us be witnesses of your love and the Divine Life in our daily living up the Augustinian Ideal of Fraternity and friendship. Amen. 

N. B. Those sections that begin with Lord Jesus... and Father Augustine... also can be used as independent prayers... 
LIFE OF SAINT AUGUSTINE: POSSIDIUS

(Tran. Herbert Theberath Weiskotten)

Ch. II: And soon from his inmost heart he relinquished all earthly desires, no longer seeking wife, children of the flesh, riches or worldly honours. But he determined to serve God with His saints, desiring to be in and of that little flock to which the Lord spoke, saying, "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell that ye have and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that fails not," and so on. And that which the Lord spoke on another occasion this holy man sought to do: "If thou wilt be perfect, sell that thou hast and give to the poor and thou shall have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me."

Ch.III: When he had received the grace of God, he determined, with others of his neighbours and friends who served God with him, to return to Africa to his own home and lands to which he came and in which he was settled for almost three years. He now gave up these possessions and began to live with those who had also consecrated themselves to God, in fasting and prayers and good works, meditating day and night in the Law of the Lord. And the things which God revealed to him through prayer and meditation, he taught both those present and absent in his sermons and books.

Ch. V: Soon after he had been made presbyter he established a monastery within the church and began to live with the servants of God according to the manner and rule instituted by the holy apostles. The principal rule of this society was that no one should possess anything of his own, but that all things should be held in common and be distributed to each one as he had need, as Augustine had formerly done after he returned to his native home from across the sea.

Ch. XI: Now as the divine teachings prospered, the clergy in the church at Hippo who had served God under and with the holy Augustine in the monastery began to be ordained. And the truth taught by the Catholic Church, the manner of life of the holy servants of God, their continence and abject poverty became more known and celebrated day by day. Then the Church, for the sake of its peace and unity, first began to demand with great eagerness bishops and clergy from the monastery which had begun to exist and grow through the efforts of that memorable man, and later obtained them. And there were about ten men, holy and venerable, continent and learned, whom the most blessed Augustine furnished in answer to our request to various churches, some of them quite prominent. And likewise these too who came from that fellowship of holy men increased the churches of the Lord, and also established monasteries, and as their zeal for the spreading of the Word of God grew, they furnished other churches with their brethren whom they promoted to the priesthood. Therefore the teaching of the salutary faith, hope and love of the Church became known through many and to many, not only throughout all parts of Africa, but even in the churches across the sea, through the books which were edited and translated into the Greek tongue. Thus by that one man, and through him to many, by the grace of God it was all brought to public knowledge
TRINITARIAN DIMENSION








((Vita Consecrata- St. John Paul II)
17. Contemplation of the glory of the Lord Jesus in the icon of the Transfiguration reveals to consecrated persons first of all the Father, the Creator and Giver of every good thing, who draws his creatures to himself (cf. Jn. 6:44) with a special love and for a special mission. "This is my beloved Son: listen to him!" (cf. Mt 17:5). In response to this call and the interior attraction which accompanies it, those who are called entrust themselves to the love of God who wishes them to be exclusively at his service, and they consecrate themselves totally to him and to his plan of salvation (cf. 1 Cor 7:32-34).

This is the meaning of the call to the consecrated life: it is an initiative coming wholly from the Father (cf. Jn 15:16), who asks those whom he has chosen to respond with complete and exclusive devotion. The experience of this gracious love of God is so deep and so powerful that the person called senses the need to respond by unconditionally dedicating his or her life to God, consecrating to him all things present and future, and placing them in his hands. This is why, with Saint Thomas, we come to understand the identity of the consecrated person, beginning with his or her complete self-offering, as being comparable to a genuine holocaust.

18. The Son, who is the way which leads to the Father (cf. Jn 14:6), calls all those whom the Father has given to him (cf. Jn 17:9) to make the following of himself the whole purpose of their lives. But of some, those called to the consecrated life, he asks a total commitment, one which involves leaving everything behind (cf. Mt 19:27) in order to live at his side and to follow him wherever he goes (cf. Rev 14:4).

In the countenance of Jesus, the "image of the invisible God" (Col 1:15) and the reflection of the Father's glory (cf. Heb 1:3), we glimpse the depths of an eternal and infinite love which is at the very root of our being. Those who let themselves be seized by this love cannot help abandoning everything to follow him (cf. Mk 1:16-20; 2:14; 10:21, 28). Like Saint Paul, they consider all else as loss "because of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus Christ", by comparison with which they do not hesitate to count all things as "refuse", in order that they "may gain Christ" (Phil 3:8). They strive to become one with him, taking on his mind and his way of life. This leaving of everything and following the Lord (cf. Lk 18:28) is a worthy programme of life for all whom he calls, in every age. The evangelical counsels, by which Christ invites some people to share his experience as the chaste, poor and obedient One, call for and make manifest in those who accept them an explicit desire to be totally conformed to him. Living "in obedience, with nothing of one's own and in chastity," consecrated persons profess that Jesus is the model in whom every virtue comes to perfection. His way of living in chastity, poverty and obedience appears as the most radical way of living the Gospel on this earth, a way which may be called divine, for it was embraced by him, God and man, as the expression of his relationship as the Only-Begotten Son with the Father and with the Holy Spirit. This is why Christian tradition has always spoken of the objective superiority of the consecrated life.
1. Making Trinitarian, Our Life (Particularly in this year of the Consecrated Life)

This dimension reminds us to emphasize more on our communitarian aspect of life, fleeing from the temptation to individualize our life and apostolate. Because the Gospels:- “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them (Mt. 18, 20)-, the primitive church: -“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had” (Acts. 4,32)- and the very Augustinian Ideal: -"The main purpose for you having come together is  to live harmoniously in your house, intent upon God in oneness of mind and heart, (Rule,3)- teach this truth. And definitively this was the path chosen by our Father St. Augustine: "This is what I desire, my honour, my glory, my delight. Even though you may not listen me, if I won’t stop speaking, I will save my soul. But I don’t want to save me without you” (ser. 17, 2)
2. The complete and exclusive Offering 


Our consecration is towards a person: the Supreme God and the creator of everything. For many it could result to be an absurd behaviour or simply they are not capable of understanding it. But, from a profound sense of faith and logic, it is the most reasonable option left to a being like man who is so limited (Cf. palms. 8; 90,10). Therefore it is absolutely necessary that the consecrated person finds this existential relation in his complete and exclusive offering. 


Similarly, this oblation is never motivated by a desire for spiritual bliss where one feels comfortable or enters in a hypnotic trance. Thus was the thought of the disciples in the transfiguration, longing to remain in that blissful moment; but Jesus calls us back and awaken us to the mundane reality, where our mission awaits us (Cf. Mk 17, 15-17). It is the task or project of God, that the Father has reserved to each one of us in our particular moment of personal history (in the same way as Jesus fulfilled it in his earthly life), which is calling us now and today. 
3. In the model of the Son


This project of God was carried out by Jesus in his own moment. (cf. Jn. 14, 6).  In this world, he showed us his being completely consecrated to the will of God. The Bible, particularly the Gospels proclaim and invite us to know and come into contact with this consecration directly. Hence, the year of Consecrated Life, gives us a special motive to know our true model of the Consecrated life in the Bible: meditating his words, listening his voice in our interior in order to know Him deeply,  so that loving him without reserves,  we can follow him still better. 
