4. Allocutio Summi Pontificis ad Capitulares.





Dear Brothers,


	1) I am very pleased to welcome you to this special audience reserved for you, participants in the General Chapter of the Augustinian Order which, from its beginnings in 1256, is now the one hundred and seventy fourth in the long series.  I extend my greeting to the Prior General Theodore V. Tack, who has directed the Order in these recent years, to his collaborators, to you the members of the Chapter, and, through you, I wish to extend my thoughts to all your fellow Brothers spread throughout  forty nations, which here you worthily represent.


	The first sentiment that flows from my soul in this important moment is that of thanksgiving to the Lord, giver of every grace, who wished to maintain your Order alive and dynamic throughout so many centuries and in spite of many historical vicissitudes; an Order that counts among its members many of saints and mystics, which have inspired thinkers and pastors of great stature and universal fame, and which now numbers 3,400 brothers, of which 2,750 are priests.  You are well aware of the fundamental importance of prayer in general and of thanksgiving in the life and doctrine of St Augustine!  He who was elevated to such great heights in the contemplation of the divine truth, also delved profoundly into the depths of the mysteries of God and man, and understood the absolute necessity of humble and completely trusting prayer: as acute as the intelligence of man may be, the mystery always exceeds it infinitely and prayer becomes a need of the soul.  Fit in oratione conversio cordis – the holy Bishop used to say – et in ipsa conversione purgatio interioris oculi…” (De Sermone Domini in monte, II, 3, 14).


	The second sentiment is one of invocation: you need supernatural light for the deliberations that you must make for the good of your Order in the coming years and also for the good of the entire Church.  In fact in the Chapter the Prior General is elected as are his immediate Collaborators for the next six years, but above all decisions will be taken regarding  all those activities and initiatives that are aimed at promoting the spiritual and apostolic vitality of all the members of the Order.  These are events of fundamental importance, which require a great sense of responsibility and also a special gift for farsightedness.


	There are three special moments that give greater value to your Assembly: the Holy Year of Redemption in which the universal Church is involved; the 450th anniversary of the arrival in America, and precisely in Mexico, of the first group of Augustinian missionaries; and lastly the preparation of the celebration of the XVI centenary of the conversion of St Augustine (386-387).  To achieve more efficaciously the promotion of the “spiritual and apostolic vitality” of the Order, the Chapter intends to make a careful study for implementing “permanent formation”, which embraces, with seriousness and method, both the individual and the  community, with special residential courses in theology, pastoral activity and spirituality, and with Augustinian meetings and conventions, as is expressly laid down in the Constitutions (no. 110).  This is a question of the utmost importance especially today, in the modern world, which rightly demands that religious persons should be soundly grounded in doctrine and spiritually well trained; and this is a need not only for you Augustinians, but for the Clergy, for the Religious of every Congregation and for the Laity involved in the apostolate.  This is a “permanent formation” that is not just intellectual, even if absolutely necessary, but of an overall formation, that includes all of man, his intelligence, will, sentiments; a formation that could be said to be truly “Augustinian”, that is always renewing itself both in the style of community life of the Order and in the updating of religious studies.


	For all these reasons you have a great need of prayer: Pray in hope, pray with faith and love – our Saint wrote – pray with constancy and patience (Ep.130,19). Prayer is as necessary as the grace it obtains for us. Your Order has as a principal obligation that of maintaining alive and attractive the charm of St Augustine even in modern society: a wonderful and exciting ideal, because the exact and loving knowledge of his thinking and of his life arouses a thirst for God, the charm of Jesus Christ, the love of wisdom and of truth, the need for grace, for prayer, for virtue, for fraternal love, the yearning for a blessed eternity.





	2. I too accompany you with my prayer, because I am convinced that you have a great mission to carry out in the modern world, that of making the love and mercy of God felt with the same passionate and ardent emphasis of your Father and Master.  Late have  I loved you, o beauty ever ancient ever new, late have I loved you!  St Augustine exclaimed with calm bitterness; but once he had reached the truth, he radically consecrated himself to it and lived only for it, testifying to it, preaching it, defending it, totally sacrificing himself for it: O aeterna veritas, et vera caritas et cara aeternitas! Tu es Deus meus, Tibi suspiro die ac nocte!  (Confess., VII, 10, 16); thus he expressed himself in the Confessions and the Soliloquies: “By now it is only You I love, You alone I follow, You alone I seek, You alone I am willing to follow, because You alone rightly govern and therefore I want to be Your property… Tell me what I must do to be able to see You, with the hope of carrying out all the commands given” (Sol. 1, 5).  These must also be your sentiments, to be able to fulfil the task that you have chosen and which has been entrusted to you.





	3. On the threshold of the Chapter, I say to you and to all the members of the Order, with the same zeal of St Augustine: “Love the Truth totally and with all your heart!”.


	- Love the Truth, above all, feeling a sincere understanding for the modern society in which we live.  Mankind today is full of persons who like St Augustine search for the Truth, that is to say, the meaning of their lives, the significance of history that is always so turbulent and unexpected, and now also the sense of the universe, that escapes the definitive knowledge of science.  Remember what the Saint wrote in the Confessions: “I had become a great enigma to myself; I used to question my soul, why it was so sad and tortured me so, but it did not know how to reply to me” (IV, chap. 4).  How modern these words sound!  Twenty years ago, in the opening address of the second Session of the Second Vatican Council, Paul VI said: “To look at the world fills us with immense sadness because of so many evils: atheism invades part of mankind and drags after it the imbalance of intellectual, moral and social order of which the world loses the very notion.  While the light of the science of things grows, the obscurity of the science of God, and consequently also the true science of man, spreads.  While progress wonderfully perfects the technology of every kind which man has, his heart slips towards emptiness, sadness, desperation” (Teachings of Paul VI, I, 1963, p. 182).  Dramatic statements, yet sadly true!  And still the cry of St Augustine remains true and becomes even more tormenting: Fecisti nos ad Te, Domine, et inquietum cor nostrum donec requiescat in Te! (Confess., I, Chap. 1).  The dramatic phenomenon of “secularization” must give rise to the phenomenon of “maturity” of the faith, and, that is to say, of making it personal, through study and individual persuasion.  The problematic man who searches and the Christian of today who demands clarity and certainty must be understood, loved, assisted.


- Love, then, the truth above all with the scrupulosity of orthodoxy, listening avidly to the master who speaks in your inner self, and remaining closely united to the Church, the Mother of salvation.  “Let Christ be in your heart, no one else – admonished the Bishop of Hippo – may his anointing be in your heart, so that your heart may not find itself alone and thirsty and not have springs at which to quench its thirst.  It is therefore inside that the master teaches; it is Christ!  If his inspiration and his anointing are lacking, the words echoed outside are in vain” (In Ep. Joann…, 3, 13).  But it is the Church that must guide on the road to the Truth: in this regard St Augustine is clear and categorical: Quantum quisque amat Ecclesiam Christi, tantum habet Spiritum Sanctum (In Ioann. tr., 32,8), Non habent Dei caritatem, qui Ecclesiae non diligunt unitatem (De Baptismo, III, 16, 21).


	See that you always are and always sow “good seed”, so that whoever listens to your word and your advice, may be confirmed in the Truth, comforted in love for Christ and for the Church, happy to journey towards the heavenly City.


	- Finally, love the Truth assidiously devoting yourselves to the search for perfection.  The contemplative dimension is the main one of your Order, in the service of the active life, in teaching and in charity. St Augustine wanted a careful preparation in the sacred sciences, especially in the Holy Scripture, to be able to fulfil satisfactorily his priestly ministry.; and he placed great value on community life, for a greater improvement of this through mutual help (cf. Reg. Cap. VIII, n. 48).  St Augustine teaches that the apostle must be first of all a “ man prayer”, then a preacher (De Doctrina cristiana, book 4, chap. 15, 32).  In this regard it is necessary to stress the necessity of austerity of life, of seriousness, of the sense of discipline, of holy courage both in the name of Christ and in the name of the Church and in obedience.  In particular an Augustinian must remember that he is an instrument and collaborator of the “grace” of God.  It appears that St Augustine, in all his works, which are inexhaustible mines for meditation and elevation, wishes constantly to tell us that, if we must always try to understand more, it is however  even more important always to love more: “The more you love, the more you will elevate yourself” (En. In Ps. 21, 5).  Therefore, to love the Truth in reality means to love holiness.  “When you begin to feel troubled – this is what he admonishes – waken Christ who is sleeping: reawaken your faith and know that he does not abandon you” (En. In Ps. 90, 11).





	4. Dear Brothers!  In ending this pleasant meeting, I once again follow the doctrine of the Holy Doctor by instilling in you a tender and deep love for Mary, Most Holy.  In his work on virginity, he writes: “Maria cooperata est caritate ut fideles in Ecclesia nascerentur, quae illius capitis membra sunt: corpore vero ipsius capitis mater  (De sancta virginitate, 6).  Mary by her love cooperated in giving us supernatural life!  May she enlighten you and inspire you in these days of intense work; may She above all protect and comfort the whole Augustinian Order in the fervent journey towards Him who is “the end of our desires”, who in the “Sabbath without an evening” whom we will see forever, we will unquestioningly love, we will tirelessly  praise.  “This is how it will be in the end without end.  And what other end is ours than that of reaching the Kingdom without end?” (cfr. De civitate Dei, L, XXII, chap. 30).


	May you also take with you my Apostolic Blessing, which now with all my heart I impart to you and which I extend to all your Brothers in the Order.








