3. Allocutio ad participantes Congressui internationali, occasione quinti centarii a die natali Martin Luther, die 24 martii 1984 habita.


Distinguished Gentlemen,


dear brothers and sisters in Christ!


1. You are welcome!  In extending my cordial greeting to you, I am pleased to express my appreciation for this international study Congress, which fits in well with the cultural initiatives promoted on the occasion of the V centenary of the birth of Martin Luther.  The anniversary, extensively celebrated in various parts of the world, has offered the chance for a calm reflection on the complex events of the past and has opened up comforting prospects for the future.


	“The tenses – St Augustine observed – are three: present of the past, present of the present, present of the future.  These three types of tense exist in some way in souls and I do not see them elsewhere: the present of the past is the memory, the present of the present is vision, the present of the future is expectation” (St Augustine, Confessions, L. XI, 20).  And it is precisely in the context of this triple dimension of time that you have placed this Convention.  In welcoming you to this meeting, I implore the Spirit that he may fill your initiative, so full of significance, with his fullness.


	2. Many Christians, and likewise many ecclesial circles, in the year of the fifth anniversary of Luther’s birth, in numerous ways and through various initiatives, found themselves involved in the effort to settle a score of the past that is still open, desiring to hasten the times of restoration of that full unity, for which the Lord prayed during the Last Supper.  Many of our contemporaries have used this occasion for a reconsideration, in a spirit of Christian love and serenely open to truth, of the fatal events full of history of the age of the Reformation.  This interior attitude receives a special contribution from the spiritual movement, open to every situation, of this Holy Year of Redemption.  “In celebrating the mystery of the Redemption we place ourselves on ground set beyond the misunderstandings and accidental controversies of history: the ground of our common being in Christ, redeemed by him” (Speech to the Roman Curia, 23-12-1982).  Reconciliation is a dimension that characterizes the year of Redemption: reconciliation with God and with our brothers and sisters.  And how could there not be present in this intention, and this in a dominant way, reconciliation between Christians.


	I have already pointed out that, with regard to Martin Luther, a double commitment in the effort to reconstruct unity is required: a conscientious work of historical research; and the dialogue of faith, in which the search for unity at present is expressed (cf. Letter of Card. Willebrandts, 31 October 1983).  Your Convention responds to both these tendencies.  The past is present.  It creeps into the present, still spreading its effects.  For this reason we must place ourselves before history with a serene look, without prejudice, allowing ourselves to be guided only by the search for the truth.  We wish to believe in the purification that the truth is capable of bringing.


	3. In the programme for your work, there is space for the complex political, social, economic and religious situations of that period of profound upheaval which was the XVI century.  Also dedicate particular attention to the great figure of that man of the Church, the theologian and humanist Egidio of Viterbo.  In the various stages of his fruitful life he was intimately linked with the life of the Catholic Church, collaborating with the Holy See in the stormy age of the first half of the sixteenth century.


	His vast theological and humanistic culture, his spiritual orientation and his life formed in virtue, were like a beacon of light, a sign of hope for the Church of his time, thirsty for spiritual renewal, penance and conversion.  In Pope Hadrian IV he found an advocate and promoter of his desire for reform.  In his role of leader of the Order of the Hermits of St. Augustine, as Superior General, he worked tenaciously to achieve both the objective of reform and the maintenance of the unity of the Order.


	 As we are well aware, the numerous spiritual, political and social-cultural  forces of that age revealed themselves to be too tumultuous to be embraced in unity in the bosom of the Church.  Europe began to undergo a change that resulted in a profound modification of its appearance.  Its unity, already fragile and unstable, started to head for an unrelenting decline.





4. Today there is a new awareness among the Christians of Europe of their specific responsibility in the construction of a united Europe, that takes inspiration and energy from that Christian tradition that unites all its peoples.  We must not forget -   and  even less deny -  that the life of these peoples, in the North as well as in the South, in the East as in the West, is objectively rooted in Christian values: and these common Christian values can restore the awareness of belonging to a single family of peoples.  There is a profound aspiration growing among divided Christians to rediscover their historic unity and to build together a home for the family of the European peoples.  The unity of Christians is deeply connected with the unification of the continent: this is our vocation and our historical task at the present time.


	I thank you because you open your gathering to these vast horizons in which the past, present and future resonate together to give form, with the prospects that they open, to the commitment of those who care about the destiny of mankind redeemed by Christ.


	From your convention a new authentic impetus can emerge for overcoming the painful past, for the promotion of the unity of Christians, for reconciliation among men and for the development of the process of European integration in all its richness.  Europe is a great challenge, but it is also an extraordinary opportunity for all those who bear the name of Christ inscribed on their foreheads.  May God bless your work.





