Allocutio ad Priorem Generalem et ad Superiores Congregationum Ordini aggregatarum, qui Symposio de Familia Augustiniana interfuerunt diebus 9-14 Novembris 1987, die 14 Novembris habita.


Dear Brothers and Sisters,


1. I am pleased, on the occasion of the concluding ceremonies of the XVI Centenary of the Conversion of St Augustine, to greet the Prior General of the Augustinians and, with him, all you who have taken part in the special Symposium of the Augustinian Family.  You came from many nations to honour together the memory of that incomparable man, of whom you are spiritual heirs.


	I wish to express to you my satisfaction for the beautiful initiative.  I wrote in the Apostolic Letter “Augustinum Hipponensem” that we all, in the Church and in the West, feel ourselves disciples and children of St Augustine because of the profound influence exercised by him on generation after generation over the centuries.  For this reason I exhorted the religious Institutes, both male and female, that bear his name and live under his patronage or in any way follow his rule, to increase their studies and spread the knowledge and devotion to him.


	2. The spiritual inheritance that Augustine left us is immense and profound; a spirituality that he lived in person, and which he communicated through his writings, with unsurpassed clarity, to numerous brothers.  As a  man of intense and long apostolic activity in the service of Christ in need (cf. In Jo. Ev. 57, 4; PL 35, 1791), he understood through his own experience that “no movement of religious life has any value unless it is simultaneously a movement towards the interior, towards the profound centre of the being, where Christ has his dwelling-place” (AAS, LXXII, p. 209).


In his Rule Augustine outlined the bases of a truly apostolic life, completely focussed on the love of God and of one’s neighbour, and lived not with the spirit of slaves in the service of the law, but as free men under grace, moved by the sincere desire of spiritual beauty (cf. Rule, VIII, 1).


	3. Holy founders, theologians and masters of the spiritual life have over the centuries drawn from the doctrine of St Augustine. The man of today also can find a sure guide in him, who did not only in a theoretical way study the life of communion with God, but made it a very personal and lofty experience.


	Therefore they truly honour the saint who not only recall his life but who make an effort to imitate his virtues, by making their own, with the help of grace, his love for God, for their brothers and for the Church; to such a life and to such holiness the charism of the religious state belongs,.


	I have been present at the various initiatives and celebrations of the Year of Conversion with a grateful and well-wishing spirit, and now on this Symposium of the Augustinian Family and on each member of your Institutes I sincerely wish the heavenly protection and efficacious assistance of the Virgin Mary, whom Augustine exalted as Mother of the Church (cf. De Sancta Virginitate, 6, 6: PL 40, 339).


	As confirmation of my affection I am pleased to impart to you and to the members of your Institutes my Blessing, with the wish that this Symposium also may bear much fruit for the entire Augustinian Family. 





