Capitolo generale 1989, MESSAGE OF THE POPE TO THE ORDER

Dearest Brothers:


I am deeply happy to welcome you, the Superiors and Delegates of the Augustinian Order, who have gathered in Rome to celebrate your 176th General Chapter. I offer all of you my greetings, and in particular, Fr. Miguel Angel Orcasitas Gómez, to whom you have entrusted, as your elected Prior General, the administration of the Order for the next six years.


1. You have chosen as a theme for the General Chapter: “The Augustinians towards 2000”. I welcome this choice as a clear desire to journey with and for the Church on the threshold of the third millennium of its history. You have likewise shown the sincere commitment to face the challenges of our time with the Church, seeking solutions that will serve people – “the first and fundamental way of the Church” (Redemptor Hominis, n. 14). This is manifested by Christ himself in the mystery of his Incarnation and Redemption.


The experience and teaching of your father St. Augustine offers you precise and authoritative directions regarding the presence and mission that is yours in the Church and in today's world.


2. As you well know, St. Augustine studied deeply the “human question” (see: Confessions IV, 4, 9; PL 32, 397). He knew in depth the meaning of human anguish and aspiration. In such a way he succeeded in identifying himself with every human person, knowing and experiencing both human misery and greatness. Through his conversion St. Augustine discovered, in his encounter with Christ, the true solution to the question. The human person can achieve no self-understanding without a reference to God: only Christ can offer the freedom and salvation that men and women are seeking (see: Allocution to the Participants of the International Congress on St. Augustine, September 17, 1986; AAS LXXIX [19871, n. 2, p. 523).


This same experience, lived by each one of you in your communities, continues today to be a precious gift, one to be preserved and offered to contemporary men and women, ever in search of truth and liberating solutions. With an experience of Christ that is strong, joyful, and transparent you can contribute to the on-going commitment of the Church in its ministry on behalf of all peoples.


3. St. Augustine was also a great contemplative. He had the valuable merit of knowing how to translate his strong passion for God into an untiring service for every type of person, responding to the various “needs” of the Church of his day. While he never ceased to cultivate interiority deep within himself, that place where God dwells (see: De Trinitate, VIII, 7, 11: PL 42, 957), he never withdrew from the claim made upon him by the “poor Christ”, every time that he knocked at the door of his peace (In Joh. Ev., Tr. 57, 4: PL 35, 1791). To the constant study of the Word of God and of the problems of his time, Augustine knew how to unite, doing so with great and enviable balance, a charity that was ever ready to welcome the requests of the “needy Christ” hungry for bread and truth.


You have still another important task to perform on behalf of the Church and today's men and women: a convinced and deep contemplation of the love and beauty of God, one that will permit the spreading of the salutary fragrance of Christ (see: Rule of St. Augustine VIII, 1: PL 32 1384). In a world in which there still unfortunately remains much inequality, product of a lack of love and faith in God and his justice, it is more important than ever to offer a witness based on lives rooted in a listening to and a contemplation of this God. It is this that leads to a service of one's brothers and sisters, inspired by God's own gracious and merciful love. Accordingly your communities mustever more clearly become places rich in humanity and hospitality. They must be so precisely because you pray there as well as savour the encounter with God.


4. Throughout his life St. Augustine found inspiration in the first Christian community of Jerusalem as described by St. Luke in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts, ch. 2 and 4). It served him as a fruitful model of communion and sharing. His very own monastic communities were patterned by him after this community, thus enabling the meaning that the Church bolds for all humanity, “mystery of communion and unity”, to be ever more evident (see: Lumen Gentium, No. 1; St. Augustine, En. in ps. 132, 9; PL 37, 1735).


This post-conciliar period has been characterized by a reflection on the part of the entire Church regarding its own proper identity. Now, however, in the light of a renewed evangelization, lively and efficacious models of ecclesial life are needed. It is necessary to “remake the Christian fabric of these same communities” (see: Christifideles laici, n. 34). Who more than yourselves can accordingly help the Church in this service of communion, doing so, both in the Church and in the world? It is my wish that this Chapter would mark the beginning of a sincere and renewed commitment on the part of your religious family, so that it may become both a sign and source of new ecclesial communities in which all Christians - laity, religious, and priests - could feel themselves to be one single Body with Christ, the “one Christ”, the “whole Christ” (see: Ep. 243, 4: PL 33, 1056; In Jo. Ev. 21, 8; PL 35, 1568; see: August. Hipponensem p. II, par. 8; AAS LXXIX 119871, n. 2 pp. 151-156).


5. I wish to conclude with a wish and an exhortation. The wish is that the “teaching of St. Augustine be studied and diffused and that his pastoral zeal be imitated. Thus the mastery of so great a doctor and pastor will be able to continue in the Church and in the world in the service of culture and faith” (Augustinum Hipponensem, conclusions: AAS LXXIX [1987], n. 2, p. 170). The exhortation is that with a prophetic and faith-filled stance you may open yourselves courageously to the new frontiers of the Church. May you commit yourselves to giving renewed vitality to your tradition, doing so with a greater awareness of your identity. May you likewise exert a constant and concerned effort on behalf of the vocational and formative care of the new candidates for your Order.


May the Virgin Mary, whom you especially honour with the beautiful titles of Our Mother of Consolation and Good Counsel, accompany your steps and intercede for you so that you may always do whatever her Son Jesus tells you (see: Jn. 2, 5).


Invoking the grace of the Lord, I warmly impart the Apostolic Blessing: to you present to all the brothers of the Augustinian Order, to all the beloved Augustinian Sisters of the contemplative life, to the members of the Institutes that make up the Augustinian Family, and to all the laity affiliated to you in some way by bonds of friendship and collaboration.

