DOCUMENTS OF THE HOLY FATHER JOHN PAUL II


Address of the Holy Father John Paul II to the members of the Chapter, 23rd September 1995


My Dear Augustinian Brothers!

1. With joy I welcome you on the occasion of the General Chapter of your Order which last year celebrated seven and a half centuries of life and has its roots in the monastic experience of St. Augustine of Hippo. To each of you my sincere greetings especially Fr. Miguel Ángel Orcasitas reconfirmed by your assembly for another six years to serve as Prior General: my cordial wishes for a wise and illuminated leader who will adequately prepare the Order to enter in the third Christian millennium.


In your General Chapter of 1989, your spiritual strategy was already oriented towards this historical horizon by choosing the theme, "Augustinians towards 2000". The present assembly, re-examining and deepening this motif, has proposed outlines for the "Augustinians for the Coming Age".


In this you are also faithful followers of your inspiration and guide St. Augustine: his spiritual figure, his doctrine and his way of teaching speak to all generations and reveal a surprising modernity. In reality, this comes from the ancient and ever new Gospel of which Augustine is the wisest of interpreters and great witness. In the footsteps of the great Doctor, study and turn your personal and community lives to the light of the teaching and example of Christ.

2. The Sequela Christi is the basic rule of Christian existence and since the beginnings of your Order has represented not only the way of perfection for individuals but is also the raison d'être and the meaning of your brotherhood. It does not aim primarily at realising an apostolic activity but at searching for and serving God together by following Christ and his gospel.


Apostolic activity is a consequence and witness of your brotherhood and can change according to the needs of the Church and of the times. The communion of life and goods, without which community does not exist, is for you a call to sharing of faith, prayer and work with those whom Providence chooses for you, so that even they may have life and have it in abundance (Cf. Jn 10:10).

3. The lofty and demanding plan proposed by the General Chapter to provide the conditions where you may become new and authentic Augustinians in a new era also carries within itself the challenge of adequate formation of, as well as the search for and choice of candidates.


The presence of the Augustinian Order throughout the world adds to this the possibility of also spreading its charism in recently evangelised lands and reaping a promising harvest there. You have already developed a network of formation-centres capable of ensuring the cultural and spiritual formation of candidates in the Augustinian tradition. I would like to encourage you and underline this line of development. I cannot but wish that higher studies be promoted, especially patristics which have become a characteristic of your Order and make up a precious service for the whole Church.

4. A problem you share with other Orders with centuries of history is internal co-operation between the various parts of the institute. Ancient and venerable judicial structures are not always adaptable to the mobility and other characteristics required in newer times. This can sometimes mean negative consequences for apostolic efficiency and even for vitality of religious commitment. I am certain that the good of the Church and the Order will always be your principle criterion of discernment. This may mean of sacrifice or even renunciation of some acquired right in order to sharpen the edge of an apostolate or to adopt structures or activities up to now unknown.

5. Dear Brothers, you are not alone in your commitment to the charism and spirituality St. Augustine. Beside you stand a numerous band of religious institutes which together form the great Augustinian Family. I am thinking, firstly, of the 82 monasteries of women in 14 nations and of the 96 Religious Congregations who share your spirituality.


You have also begun a promising collaboration with the laity who with renewed interest ask to participate in the spirituality and mission of Religious Institutes. In the journey of faith and holiness of the great Bishop of Hippo may they find a sure and rich guide in a world so short of religious and spiritual formation, a phenomenon encountered in many places and even in many people of good will.


Thinking of the great Family to which you belong, I would like to place you all under the protection of our Most Blessed Mother Mary. Invoking the heavenly intercession of St. Augustine, from my heart I give each and every one of you a special Apostolic Blessing.

Homily of the Holy Father Pope John Paul II at the Mass for the Beatification of Bishop Anselmo Polanco, OSA, on 1st October 1995

1. “My soul, praise the Lord” (Psalm 146,1)


This invitation of the psalm is made precisely on the day of the beatification of the martyrs, who with their blood bore witness to their fidelity to Christ, during the French revolution and during the time of the Spanish civil war.


Martyrdom is a particular gift of the Holy Spirit: a gift for the whole Church. This gift receives its crown in today’s liturgy of beatification, in which we give thanks to God in a special way: “Te martyrum canditus laudet exercitus”. God, through a solemn act of the Church – the beatification – crowns their merits, and manifests at the same time the gift of grace which made them, as the liturgy proclaims: “Eorum coronando merita, tua dona coronas” (Missale Romanum, Praefatio de sanctis 1).


2. In these new blesseds Christ is manifested in a special way: the riches of the paschal mystery of the cross and of the resurrection. “Jesus Christ (…) being rich, became poor, so that you may become rich out of his poverty” (2Cor 8,9)


Here are the names of the blesseds whom the Church raises to the honour of the altars, presenting them for the veneration of the faithful as mature fruit of the Paschal Mystery of the Redeemer: Anselmo, Philip, Pedro Ruiz, Jean-Batiste, Denis, Peter, Carlos Fidel, Jesús, Ángeles, Vicente, and all the army of their male and female companion martyrs.


3. “Brother, servant of God; put the faith into practice” (1 Tim 6,11). These words of the Apostle have their fulfilment in the new Blesseds Alselmo Polanco, Bishop of Teruel, and his Vicar General, Felipo Ripoli.


Anselmo Polanco, an Augustinian religious, chose as his episcopal motto: “I will gladly spend myself and be spent for your sakes” (2Cor. 12,15). In a prophetic way on the day he took over the diocese he said: “I have come to give my life for my sheep”. So for that reason, with Felipe Ripoli, he wished to remain with his flock in the midst of dangers and only by force was he separated from his people. All the newly beatified, faced with the option of abandoning the demands of their faith or of dying for it, strengthened by the grace of God, placeed their destiny in his hands. The martyrs refused to defend themselves not because they had little esteem for life, but because of their total love for Jesus Christ. The people from Teruel, Palencia and the Augustinian religious rejoice today with the whole Church on the occasion of the beatification.

Allocution of the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, during the audience of 2nd October 1995 granted to the pilgrims gathered in Rome for the Beatification of Bishop Anselmo Polanco, OSA

Venerable brothers in the episcopate; beloved brothers and sisters:


1. The hymn of praise and thanksgiving to God which rises from the whole Church for the gift of the newly beatified, is renewed in this gathering, in which we pause again to meditate on the heroic examples of faith and Christian virtue which these our brothers in Christ have handed on to us. 

… … …


5. Teruel and the Order of Saint Augustine are the closest inheritors of the rich message left by Blessed Anselmo Polanco and Blessed Felipe Ripoli: Fidelity to God and to the Church, by living out an experience of friendship in Christ and of finally suffering together. Their fidelity is an appeal to each one of us to live out our own vocation. 


Bishops and priests receive from these two outstanding figures a model of sanctity achieved by the exercise of the sacred ministry. Religious, men and women, find in their consecration to the service of the Church an efficacious help for living up to their own vocation. May these two martyrs be for all a constant stimulus for witnessing to the values of the Kingdom, and may they also intercede for the dear Diocese of Teruel that it may have abundant vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

Homily of the Holy Father delivered at the concelebrated Mass on the 12th October 1997 on the occasion of the Beatification of Father Elías del Socorro Nieves, OSA, who was assassinated out of hatred for the faith (+1928), and of the Beatification of María Teresa Fasce, OSA, Superior of the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia (+1947)


“Good Master, what must I do to gain eternal life?” (Mark 10.17). This question of the Gospel text, was put by a young man and has been asked again and again of Jesus in the course of the ages by numerous generations of men and women, young and old, clerical and lay.  

… … …


The newly beatified, raised today to the honours of the altar, welcomed with promptitude and enthusiasm the invitation of Christ: “Come and follow me!” and they followed right up to the end. Thus was revealed in them the power of the grace of God, and in their earthly life they succeeded in fulfilling even what humanly speaking, seemed impossible. So for this reason today, it gives me joy to put before you the examples of faithful followers of Christ. They are: Elías del Socorro Nieves, Martyr, Professed priest of the Order of Saint Augustine; Giovanni Baptista Piamarta, Priest of the Diocese of Brescia; Dominico Lentini, Priest of the Diocese of Tursi-Lagonegro; Maria de Jesus, Émilie de Hooghvorst, Founder of the Nuns of Maria Reparadora ; María Teresa Fasce, Professed Contemplative Nun of the Order of Saint Augustine.

… … …


To the disciples who were fearful before the difficulties of entering the Kingdom, Jesus said: “It is impossible for men but not for God. God can do all” (Mark 10,27). Father Elías Del Socorro Nieves, Augustinian priest, who today ascends to the glory of the altars as a martyr for the faith took this to heart. Total confidence in God and devotion to the Virgin of Help, to whom he was very devoted, characterised the whole of his life and his priestly ministry, which he exercised with self-denial and a spirit of service, without allowing himself to be overcome by obstacles, sacrifices or dangers. This faithful Augustinian religious knew how to transmit hope in Christ and the Divine Providence. The life and martyrdom of Father Nieves, who did not wish to abandon his flock in spite of the risks to himself, are in themselves an invitation to renew faith in God, who can do all things. He faced death with fortitude, blessing his executioners and giving testimony of his faith in Christ. The Church in Mexico today can look to a new model of life and a powerful intercessor who will help it to renew the Christian life; his brother Augustinians have yet another example to imitate in the constant search for God in fraternity and in the service of the People of God; for the whole Church he is an eloquent demonstration of the fruits of sanctity which the power of the grace of God produces in her bosom.


The first Reading, taken from the Book of Wisdom, reminds us that wisdom and prudence are born in prayer: “I prayed and I was granted prudence, I besought and the spirit of wisdom was given to me” (Wisdom 7,7). These words apply perfectly to the life of another Blessed, María Teresa Fasce, who lived in the constant contemplation of the mystery of Christ. The Church puts her forward today as a clear example of the living  synthesis between the contemplative life and the humble witness to solidarity with men and women, especially the very poor, humble, abandoned suffering.


The Augustinian Family is living an extraordinary occasion today, because it is witnessing united in the glory of the altars representatives of both branches of the Order, the apostolic, in Blessed Elías del Socorro Nieves and the contemplative in Blessed María Teresa Fasce. Their examples constitute for the Augustinian religious and nuns a motive for rejoicing and legitimate satisfaction. May today also be a God-given occasion for renewed commitment in total and faithful consecration to God and generous service of the brothers and sisters. 

Allocution of the Holy Father delivered at the audience of  the 13th October 1997 granted to the pilgrims gathered for the occasion of the Beatification of Father Elías del Socorro Nieves, Mexican Province, who was assassinated out of hatred for the faith (+1928), and of the Beatification of María Teresa Fasce, Superior of the Monastery of Saint Rita of Cascia (+1947)

Venerable Brothers in the episcopate and in the priesthood,

Dear Religious and Nuns, Brothers and sisters! 


It gives me great joy to repeat my cordial greeting to each of you on this day after the declaration of five new Blesseds, whom you have come here to venerate. The echo of the celebration of yesterday is sounding in our ears and with grateful hearts we praise God for the great works he has accomplished in them and through them.

… … …


Father Elías del Socorro Nieves, a Augustinian Mexican martyr, speaks to us today through the example of his life, ministry and his surrender of himself even to death for the love of God and his brothers. He responded with unquenchable faith in divine providence the difficulties he encountered in his life. In his priestly ministry, he served with humility the simple people, sharing with them their preoccupations and their lot, instead of dreaming of great works. In persecution he did not abandon his flock, because, as he said, “every priest who preaches the Word of God in times of persecution, has no escape, he will die like Christ”; and like Jesus, he died pardoning and blessing his executioners.


His example and intercession are spurs today for the Church in Mexico to continue preaching the Gospel to all, in humility, constancy, fidelity and a spirit of sacrifice. The Order of Saint Augustine, can behold in Mother Fasce, also beatified yesterday, a new model of the contemplative life, and has in Father Nieves a witness of a fruitful apostolate born from a deep spiritual life.

… … …


We now look to Blessed María Teresa Fasce who is known and admired by you, dear faithful of the Diocese of Spoleto-Norcia. You are aware of her example of austere and radical monastic life, in the manner of the Order of saint Augustine. By contemplating the mystery of Christ and deepening her knowledge of God, she was able to spend her life as a rare apostolic radiation.


From the enclosure of her monastery, this faithful servant of God constructed a large variety of works, inspired by the love of God and neighbour. Her slogan, oft repeated, was “I want it even if it costs, I want it because it costs, I want it at whatever cost”, and this constituted the most significant synthesis of her days spent in labouring, in suffering offered to God and in mystic experience.


May these words be a guide for all of you, dear ones, in the vicissitudes of your lives, so that like her you may be able to present yourselves before God with lives full of actions inspired by love.


Address of the Holy Father to the pilgrims devoted to St Rita of Cascia on the centenary of her canonization, saturday, 20 May 2000

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

1. I am pleased to offer you a cordial welcome and to express to you my joy at the special event which has brought us together here. You have come in large numbers to make your pilgrimage to Rome and to pass through the Holy Door of the Great Jubilee. I greet Cardinal Sodano, Secretary of State. I greet dear Archbishop Riccardo Fontana of Spoleto-Norcia and thank him for the words and good wishes he addressed to me on your behalf. I greet Cardinal Opilio Rossi, the Armenian Patriarch and all the Bishops present. I greet the Fathers General, the religious and nuns of the Order of St Augustine, as well as the authorities of every order and rank. Your presence reminds me of the visit I made 20 years ago to the town of Cascia to visit the people struck by the earthquake of 1979.


Among us today is an illustrious pilgrim who joins us from heaven in our prayer. It is St Rita of Cascia, whose mortal remains, brought to Rome by the Italian Police, accompany the crowds of those who devotedly call upon her with affectionate familiarity and confidently bring to her the problems and anxieties that weigh upon their hearts.


Today it is as if the shrine of Cascia had been moved to St Peter's Square. And you have come to venerate her, dear pilgrims, from every part of the world. Together with her you intend to renew your deepest sentiments of fidelity and communion to the Pope, as she did in her lifetime.


The mortal remains of St Rita, which we venerate here today, are a significant sign of what the Lord accomplishes in history when he finds humble hearts open to his love. Here we see the frail body of a woman who was small in stature but great in holiness, who lived in humility and is now known throughout the world for her heroic Christian life as a wife, mother, widow and nun. Deeply rooted in the love of Christ, Rita found in her faith unshakeable strength to be a woman of peace in every situation.


In her example of total abandonment to God, in her transparent simplicity and in her unflinching fidelity to the Gospel, we too can find sound direction for being authentic Christian witnesses at the dawn of the third millennium.

2. But what is the message that this saint passes on to us? It is a message that flows from her life: humility and obedience were the path that Rita took to be ever more perfectly conformed to the Crucified One. The mark which shines on her forehead is the verification of her Christian maturity. On the Cross with Jesus, she is crowned in a certain way with the love that she knew and heroically expressed within her home and by her participation in the events of her town.


Following the spirituality of St Augustine, she became a disciple of the Crucified One and an "expert in suffering"; she learned to understand the sorrows of the human heart. Rita thus became the advocate of the poor and the despairing, obtaining countless graces of consolation and comfort for those who called upon her in the most varied situations. 


Rita of Cascia was the first woman to be canonized in the Great Jubilee at the beginning of the 20th century, 24 May 1900. In decreeing her sainthood, my predecessor Leo XIII observed that she pleased Christ so much that he chose to imprint upon her the seal of his charity and his passion. This privilege was granted to her for her exceptional humility, her interior detachment from earthly desires and the admirable penitential spirit which accompanied her at every moment of her life (cf. Apostolic Letter Umbria gloriosa sanctorum parens, Acta Leonis XX, pp. 152-153).

3. Today, 100 years after her canonization, I am pleased to offer her again as a sign of hope, especially to families. Dear Christian families, by imitating her example, may you also know how to find in your fidelity to Christ the strength to fulfil your mission of service to the civilization of love!


If we ask St Rita for the secret to this extraordinary work of social and spiritual renewal, she replies: fidelity to the Love that was crucified. Rita, with Christ and like Christ, goes to the Cross always and only through love. Like her, then, let us turn our eyes and hearts to Jesus, who died on the Cross and rose for our salvation. It is he, our Redeemer, who makes the family's mission of unity and fidelity possible, as he did for this beloved saint, even in moments of crisis and difficulty. And it is he who gives concrete form to the Christian commitment to building peace by helping them to overcome the conflicts and tensions which unfortunately are so frequent in daily life.

4. The saint of Cascia belongs to the great host of Christian women who "have had a signifiant impact on the life of the Church as well as of society" (Apostolic Letter Mulieris dignitatem, n. 27). Rita well interpreted the "feminine genius" by living it intensely in both physical and spiritual motherhood.


On the sixth centenary of her birth I recalled that her lesson "is concentrated on these typical elements of spirituality: the offer of forgiveness and the acceptance of suffering, not through a form of passive resignation ... but through the strength of that love for Christ who, precisely in the episode of his being crowned, suffered, along with other humiliations, an atrocious parody of his kingship" (Insegnamenti V/I [1982], 874).


Dear brothers and sisters, the worldwide devotion to St Rita is symbolized by the rose. It is to be hoped that the life of everyone devoted to her will be like the rose picked in the garden of Roccaporena the winter before the saint's death. That is, let it be a life sustained by passionate love for the Lord Jesus; a life capable of responding to suffering and to thorns with forgiveness and the total gift of self, in order to spread everywhere the good odour of Christ (cf. 2 Cor 2:15) through a consistently lived proclamation of the Gospel. Dear devoted pilgrims, Rita offers her rose to each of you: in receiving it spiritually strive to live as witnesses to a hope that never disappoints and as missionaries of a life that conquers death.

… … …

6. Dear brothers and sisters, I invoke Mary's protection on you in this month which is particularly dedicated to her. Through her intercession and through the intercession of St Rita and St Benedict, may you and your loved ones be granted all the graces you need. I assure you of my prayer for this, as I cordially bless you all.
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