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General Introduction

Human beings are social by nature, therefore, in many occasions, a relationship between two persons explains friendship and not vice versa. The phenomenon of Friendship has been in existence since the beginning of human existence. When we were young, probably between eight and ten years, we used to write the  first names of persons in our class then divide it by another one’s first name in which cancelling same letter implied division. The letters that remained could either form an English word or not. If it formed an English word, then the two are compatible, meaning they can be friends but if no word is formed after cancelling similar letters, then the two cannot become friends. As I have grown up and experienced life, the question that preoccupies my mind is: If St. Augustine was a live; could he have approved friendship through social media such as Facebook? Because with the click on your computer or mobile phone comfortably in your room, you get a friend anywhere around the world-globalized friendship.
St. Augustine had friends prior to his conversion and after. We can say that he was a man ‘with’ the people rather than a man ‘for’ the people. In addition, after conversion in April 386 A.D, St. Augustine realized that there are three degrees of friendship namely; Public Friendship, Social Friendship and Intimate Friendship. It will be clear in the subsequent explanations in this paper. 
‘Whenever a person is without a friend, not a single thing in the world appears friendly,’
 this axiom by St. Augustine carries a very important message for people of all walks of life. Friendship is an image of how God loves us because Human friendship is also a nest of love. Friendship has enormous influence to people in every society, therefore if anyone has a correct friendship; he/she will be rooted in the Truth of which for St. Augustine, it is none other than God. St. Augustine added a new element to friendship-a love directed to God. That is why in The Confessions, he talks of God as the one who binds friends together therefore, God is the source of Love that unites/glues the two together.
Lastly, this paper attempts to single out basic characteristics of friendship from the Augustinian point of view that can help Lay Augustinian Fraternity in our Parishes to learn and live Augustinian spirituality. Vatican II Document emphasizes ecclesiology of communion
 which is an element that flows from St. Augustine’s teaching, therefore, as Augustinians we have to share the riches of our Augustinian Spirituality with our Lay persons by either forming Augustinian lay fraternities or through our preaching and writing or by establishing Friends of St. Augustine. 
DEFINITION OF FRIENDSHIP

 Etymologically, the word Friend in Latin is amicitia but in Greek it is philia that literally means love. Following the Greek understanding, philia is interpreted as Friend in English language. Friendship is one of the fruits of love and love comes from God because God is love and love is God. Ciceronian understanding of friendship influenced Augustine very much because he explains friendship as nothing other than people agreeing on all human subjects and Divine combined with mutual goodwill and love for each other. However, for sociologists, Friendship is a part of complex group relationships and the world. The Ciceronian-Augustinian and friendship is possible because God is involved while for sociologists, it is mere relationships without long term significance.
CHARACTERISTICS OF FRIENDSHIP

In antiquity, friendship was between persons of equal social, political and economic status. For instance, an aristocratic person looked for an aristocratic friend. This culture of friendship existed before Augustine was born and found it, but for Augustine, upon reading Cicero’s work on friendship, he changed his understanding on friendship. A careful study of Augustine on friendship reveals some essential components of friendship:
1. Love.

Augustine demonstrates that right from his birth, a relationship between him and his parents commences. For instance, his mother cared for him and when she was old at Ostia, Augustine cares for his mother echoing what Jesus told John and Mary at the foot of the cross. More specifically, Augustine loved his parents and they loved him too.

When I was meditating one day, I came up with my own definition of LOVE as an acronym. LOVE-Longing Of Valuing Everybody. Augustine realized that what binds friends together is love and not what they expect from each other. But then Love comes from God because God is Love and Love is God. This glue called love binds two persons and it has its origin in God. Therefore, without fear of contradiction, the friendship has to be directed to God as the source of their love for them and not to see each other as an end but a means to enjoy God. That is why Augustine in The Confessions expresses this aspect by declaring that truest friendship is only possible only if God binds friends together (Conf.IV,7). It is this love that is shared with us that keeps the Holy Trinity immanently united. Reasoning along this line, it is appropriate to say that love unites us in the Body of Christ, the Church. One thing fascinating about Augustine is that this unselfish love is the Grace and the Holy Spirit in us, and God has only spoken one word through Jesus Christ who together with the Father sent us the Holy Spirit which is Love. Love indeed is spoken by anybody regardless of age, race or social status. Therefore, if friends come together, they should not concentrate on each other, but involve the author of their love, who is none but God.  “Whenever you love a brother, you love a friend”, ep.Jn. 10, 7.
2. Mutual goodwill

What is the object of friendship? In the Augustinian terms, the aim of friendship is to build a communal and personal relationship with God. As mentioned before in the previous paragraphs, the relationship between two persons based on love is an image of how God loves us. 
Secondly, friendship also has to factor in the good of each other. Augustine has a very beautiful expression on this, a person sometimes mourns, weeps and rejoices which has to be done with a friend indicating bearing each other’s burden. When Augustine was baptized he influenced Alypius his friend to be baptized also. Augustine in fact pities friends who joined the Manichean but refused to convert to christianity, that is why he writes letters to them to join Christian Religion. 
The third way that Augustine champions the mutual goodwill of brothers is expressed in the Rule (Rule I, VIII) whereby he urges the rich brothers not to look down on the poor brothers in the monastery. This indicates that Augustine championed the Dignity and rights of each person-respect for one another.

3. OPENNESS
One the aim for having friends is that they help us to grow psychologically and spiritually, therefore, they have a great responsibility of correcting us fraternally so as to have an integral development. Nevertheless, some bad friends can lead to destruction such as a group of Augustine’s friend that urged him to steal pears (Conf. II,10). The ladder that Augustine uses to reach true friendship is Humility in which each par tner in friendship ought to have. In The Confessions, Alypius urged Augustine not to marry because he showed him that continence is a gift from God (Conf.VI,21). This advice pierced the Heart and Mind of St. Augustine who searched to discover and discovered so as to keep on searching, but then God gave him continence to which he rejoiced and praised God. Augustine was very open to his friends especially as it is expressed in the exchange of letters between St. Jerome, Julian of Eclanum, Proba etc. After conversion, Augustine vowed not to utter follies and even if he did, he repented because what he used to praise Emperor Valentinian II in Milan based on lies but now he found the TRUTH-God and Jesus Christ. Augustine learnt to say the truth.
We too, whenever our friend is a crisis, let us tell him the truth but it has to be done in charity and not the Truth for the sake.
In a relationship, stepping on each other’s toes is inevitable; therefore the only remedy is forgiveness, because progressive friendship is a school of forgiveness. Not all issues will be solved but some requires prayer and forgiveness. Remember, friendship is an image of how God loves us therefore a relationship has to continue being in place by building the bridge of forgiveness and deconstructing differences.
THE THREE LEVELS OF FREINDSHIP 
Following Augustinian thoughts on friendship, before and after his conversion, there are three degrees or kinds of friendship. Namely; Public friendship, Social friendship and intimate friendship. 



Public Friendship

Social Friendship


Intimate Frienship

Public Friendship
This signifies the interaction of people or narrowly two people, who meet in public places like in a bus or market or shop then exchange greetings, smile at each other when the event or journey is over, such friendship ends after a while due either forgetfulness or common purpose has subsided. Nothing is known about the two people who have met apart from the physical appearance. For instance, Augustine before conversion in Milan, he met many people in the court who greeted him with a lot of admiration after praising the Emperor in the court but some never became his friends neither.
Social friendship

This is the relationship between two people who were at the public or social media such as Facebook or any other social gathering, then they went ahead and exchanged contacts but they discuss about official matters mostly. For instance, if one wants to know something in a certain area, then a person met sometimes can be consulted if they had discussed their areas of expertise. Another example would be discussing national matters or even climate. This friendship is basically reduced to matters pertaining professions or important issues in the society. The issues discussed can cover politics, economic and social issues in the society. The friendship between Augustine and Ambrose also falls in this category.
Intimate friendship

This sort of friendship is true and it involves the relationship between persons from their inner most being. As Augustine would put it as the other self of the friend is you. This kind of relationship answers the question who is your friend? It is not easy to discover because it is at this juncture that Augustine brings the reflection of true love that should be oriented towards God the author of the union between the two. In some occasions, it can be inferred that Public friendship leads to Social and eventually intimate friendship. This particular intimate relationship is what Augustine likens to how God loves us as His friends and Jesus Christ too (John 15:15). There are a few intimate friends that Augustine mentions in the Confessions such as Nebridius and Alypius who accompanied Augustine in Milan and they lived together. Nebridius represents hunger for wisdom and Alypius represents the search for the heart to love the truth. The two friends mentioned above were intimate friends to Augustine. Augustine’s friendship with God also falls in this category that involves relationship from the heart to heart.
A couple of questions for reflections;

What stage or level or degree of your friendship do you have with Jesus Christ?

Can you categorize your friends so as to help one another in your relationship?

Do you enjoy your friendship or it is a means to enjoy God?

AUGUSTINIAN FRIENDSHIP
Augustine was a leading figure who championed a paradigm shift in late antiquity as regards friendship. He introduced friendship as a religious phenomenon that leads each partner to know the Truth, who is none other than God. Augustine used friends as a method to evangelize because it was Alypius who used to take letters of Augustine to where he intended. Augustine traces our Origin to Adam and Eve as the Bible attests to this fact, one single origin implies we human beings are relational to one another-social being.
Augustinian friendship is based on the actions and ways that St. Augustine used during the 5th century. Even though in Early Christian centuries, friendship was between people who were from the same social class such as Aristocrats - friends equal to their status, but Augustine broke the barrier by having a friend such as Alypius who was his pupil at Carthage. 
LAY AUGUSTINIAN FRATERNITY
This is a family of Augustinians that constitutes the third order. Established after the general chapter of 2001. However, in Sacred Heart of Jesus Baba Dogo Parish run by the Augustinian friars, there is a lay group of Christians who follow the spirituality of St. Augustine and that is why they call themselves Friends of St. Augustine.
There are various ways and reasons as to why such a group is formed in the above mentioned Parish. Just to name a few reasons firstly sharing of the Augustinian richness with our Lay people. St. Augustine used friends to spread the Gospel of Christ for instance Alypius who used to take letters of Augustine where he intended it to go. Generosity is a virtue that includes sharing of our spiritual experiences and knowledge. Augustine once told his Christians at Hippo that it would be unfair for him to go to heaven alone but much better to go with the Christians he ministers to.
Secondly, friendship promotes and actualizes what we are called to be as human beings.  As Augustinians, we are called to bear witness or prophetic voice in this world. Lay people in our parishes are entitled to live Augustinian way of life because it is worthy for many societies.
Last but not least, friendship as Augustine explains in Sermon 336 is a way of grounding ourselves and creates a sense of connectedness with one another. He uses the image of the Beams, strong basement, stones and posts that are joined correctly and fittingly so as to have a structure of a good building. For instance, in the family set up for the laity, a friendly relationship based on love of one another is required. All expressions of friendship should be geared towards building an everlasting relationship with God who makes friendship possible.
CONCLUSION
According to what I have studied and experienced both directly and indirectly, friendship is an ancient reality that has been with human beings for long. Nevertheless, St. Augustine added a new element that is Divine aspect in the friendship because God is the source of the love that binds persons together. 

Friendship is one of the methods that Augustine used to evangelize and win converts. We too, friendship is to be directed towards achieving the Truth, which is God.

There are challenges in friendship but one has to bear the burden of one another because a burden shared is lighter when carried. 

Having Friends of St. Augustine in our Augustinian communities is basically living according to our Holy Father Augustine’s intention. This will create a way or a bridge or a plate in which Augustinians are able to share our Spiritual richness with lay people alongside preaching. We ought to reach to people both inside and outside the church or our Augustinian community. Living harmoniously in the community is a way of showing to the world that the kingdom of God is reached even in this life first before the eschatological one. Friendship breaks the barriers and constructs a ladder of sharing, community sharing, love, peace etc to prevail in our society.
Lastly, Kenyan society especially in the city of Nairobi, Individualism and consumerism is common, this calls for  an urgent response with community life. In a specific way, majority of residents in Nairobi don’t know even who is their neighbor apart from seeing a person entering and going out of their houses-some house were rented by criminal and robbers. It was observed by the interior cabinet secretarary who notified the President and it was suggested to have Nyumba kumi initiative which means in groups of ten houses, residents should share and come to the knowledge of one another. Indeed, Augustinian spirituality comes in to play particularly community life. I sincerely hope that our spirituality is not to be buried inside our convents but lit to shine for everybody to see and live it to the fullest (Luke11:33).
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