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1. INTRODUCTION
The entire New Testament reveals that Christ is the desire of God’s heart. The Love of God the Father for this humankind was so unconditional, that it, took form in Jesus the Incarnated, “For God so loved the world that he sent His only son:” (Jn3.16). God’s desire is that every person, every matter, and everything under the heaven would express Christ by being headed up in Christ (Eph. 1:10). When Christ enters into us through our faith in Him, He wants  to be everything to us – our life, our life supply, our living, our expression, our joy, our reward, our goal and our expectation (Col.3:4; Jn 4:10, 14; 6:35; Phil 1.2:20-21; Psa 43:4; Rom 14:17; Jn 15:11; Gen 15:1; Phil 3:14, 20-21)
The Gospels are a fourfold biography of this wonderful Christ who dwells within every heart of the believer. In Matthew He is the King - Savior; in Mark the Slave-Savior; in Luke the Man-Savior and in John the God - Savior. We especially need to see, realize and experience Christ as the Savior so that we may live in the blessedness of the reality of the Kingdom of God.

 The New Kingdom of God, which I would focus in this Paper, is God’s heavenly rule within His people (Mt 5:1-12), believed, experienced and lived is, the Person Christ Himself. When He was questioned by the Pharisees as to when the Kingdom of God was coming. He answered them and said, the Kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, Behold, here it is! Or There! For behold, the Kingdom of God is in the midst of you. (Lk 17:20-21).Because the Lord was in the midst of the Pharisees, the kingdom of God was in their midst. It is None other than Christ  Himself the Kingdom of God , the Love of God, that became Flesh and dwelt and is ,dwelling among us and within us.

Jesus the Incarnated Love of God was sent to the world, “To announce the Good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind, to le the oppressed go free and to proclaim a year of favor from the Lord (Lk 4:18-19).Jesus taught the Gospel at all time, in all places and to all kinds of people; the educated, the poor, the sinners the faithful and the unbelieving. The goal of Jesus was to save everyone, gathering them into the one family of God so that they may have life in Him and have it to the full (Jn.10:10).He became the perfect example of sowing the seeds of the Kingdom of God during His life on earth. And then He entrusted to his disciples to continue to sow the seeds of the Kingdom in the hearts of everyone, in commanding them “Go into the whole world and; proclaim the Gospel to all creation.”(Mk 16:15)

Today, Christ calls us to continue His work in developing the whole world and transforming the society. The Holy Spirit who distributes the Charism as he wills for the common good (1cor. 12:11) inspires the missionary vocation in the hearts of individuals and at the same time He raises up in the church certain institutes which take as their own special task the duty of sowing the seeds of the Kingdom. The Augustinian Missionary Sisters being part of the universal church of Christ are, in the same way called and commissioned to become the true witnesses of the risen Christ and to share in the redemptive mission of the compassionate Christ. In this wide context of the mission of Jesus Christ, we dedicate ourselves to Education and Human promotion in a special way. Sowing the seeds of the kingdom in the lives of people. This characteristic marks our spiritual existence in time and space, as we look with missionary eyes beyond our borders.  

By writing this paper, I shall mainly portray the specific Role and Mission of the Congregation of the Augustinian Missionary Sisters being the Sowers of the New Kingdom preached by Christ, based on the Sermon of St. Augustine on the Beatitudes. And how we have kept the zeal of our foundresses’s Missionary Spirit and Charism in the Church through a life of generosity, untiring service, and joyful witness of the love of God, in reaching out to the Poorest, the needy, neglected, unwanted, and marginalized in the Society.In this paper I begin presenting the understanding of the Kingdom of God In Old Testament, Kingdom of God in Jesus, Beatitudes, commentary of St.Augustine on the Beatitudes and a special role played by the Augustinian Missionaries as the Sowers of the Kingdom of God.
2. KINGDOM OF GOD

At the center of Christianity stands, the historical figure of Jesus as Jewish teacher from the first century CE. He taught about God’s love, the evils of this world, the power of forgiveness and how to show compassion towards others. But more than any other topic, he talked about one thing over and over was the Kingdom of God. In fact the historical document that scholars believe is the oldest collection of his teachings  records Jesus very first public words were“ The time is fulfilled ,and the  Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel”(Mk.1.14) this message has two parts. The first part is what Jesus called the gospel:” the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand.”  The part is the response to the Gospel that Jesus called for the people to make: “Repent, and believe in the gospel”. In this case what did Jesus really mean by “the Kingdom of God”? Obliviously the kingdom of God was significant to Jesus otherwise he wouldn’t have mentioned it so frequently. Therefore if we are to understand Jesus and his teaching, we fist need to answer a simple question what is the Kingdom of God?

The Hebrew word for kingdom of God is malkult and its greek counterpart is basileia both terms primarily means “rule” or “reign”. Secondarily they denote a realm, sphere or territory over which a rule or reign is exercised. Both terms have a dynamic or active meaning, and refer to the exercise of God’s power, dominion or sovereignty. This is clear in the Old Testament, particularly in the Psalms where parallel lines clarify what the term “kingdom” means. For example Psalm 22.28 says “For the Kingdom is the Lord’s and He rules over all”. Similarly Psalm 103:19 states “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, and His sovereignty rues over all”. Psalm 145:11 declares “They shall speak of the glory of the Kingdom and talk of thy power”. Here kingdom is associated with the ideas of God’s rule, sovereignty and power.

1000. BCE the Israelites asked one of their leading prophets- Samuel to help them to choose and anoint a king. He warned the people that replacing God as their king with a human king was dangerous. Samuel believed that in accordance with the pattern of all other kingdoms around them a human king would oppress the people and they would eventually beg for relief. After all that is what usually happens with kings. In the words of Lord Acton, power tends to corrupt, absolute power corrupts absolutely. Yet the Israelites wanted a king and a kingdom that’s what they got for hundreds of years. Ultimately, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were defeated and conquered. The Hebrew people became subjects of Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece and eventually the Roman Empire. In Jesus days Roman soldiers and government officials ruled the Jewish people and they hoped for the day, when they could throw off the Roman yoke of oppression and reestablish the Kingdom of Israel.

2.1: KINGDOM OF GOD IN JESUS.

In the light of the background mentioned above, should not surprise us that Jesus began teaching about the coming of the Kingdom of God. Many Jews believed he was referring to the political situation on with Rome. During this time a number of Jews made similar announcements and even declared themselves to be the messiahs.(anointed ones sent by God to reestablish the Kingdom Israel) But Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God, not of Israel. The basic message of form Jesus is, “the time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mk1:14) this message had two parts. The first part is what Jesus called the Gospel: “the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is at hand:” The second part is the response to the Gospel that Jesus called for people to make: Repent, and believe in the Gospel.

What Jesus means by the “Kingdom of God?” We find clues to the meaning of this term in Jesus´ parables (stories). Almost two-thirds of Jesus parables refer to the Kingdom of God. One of Jesus´ parable is know as the parable of the “sower”. (Mt 13:3-9) We should examine this parable first because Jesus considered this parable as the key to in understanding all of his other parables. When the disciples of Jesus asked him to explain the meaning of the parable of the sower, Jesus replied, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand any of the parables?”(Mk 4:13).In the parable, Jesus gives four example of how individuals respond to the “word of God” which is “sown in the heart”. The Kingdom of God is also like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it(Mt 13:45).the Kingdom of God will be like a wedding fest  for anyone, not just Israelite to attend (Mt 22:1-14). The Kingdom of God is like a king who forgives the debts of his servants and expects those servants then to forgive the debts of others. (Mt18:23-35). The kingdom of God is like a master who left his servants in charge of his affairs until the day he returns to see if they have been faithful to is wishes. (Mt 25:14-30).The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all.(Mt13:31-32). And then again the kingdom of God would grow slowly like a woman methodically mixing yeast into flour, eventually making bread dough(Lk13:20-21).

In all of these illustrations, Jesus seemed to be saying that God’s kingdom would be quite different from the earthly kingdoms they had experienced. More over his actions added another layer to his teachings. He not only spoke about the kingdom, also demonstrated how “the kingdom of God has come near”. He healed the sick, showed compassion on outcasts, challenged the injustice of religious leaders and even prayed for the forgiveness of those who crucified him. Through his actions Jesus seemed to be expressing what it looks like to live in God’s Kingdom. To Jesus the kingdom of God meant the rule of God on earth. Jesus believed that God’s kingdom would come as God’s will is done “on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt 6:10). Jesus taught that it is God’s will or commandment, for us is to Love God and our neighbour. And that is what St.Augustine would emphasise on, for him Love of God and Love neighbour is same , he just can not separate them into two .,he says when you Love God you Love your neighbour and when you love your neighbour you love God. In Augustine’s´ theology .there is clear reduction of the commandments Love of God and Love of neighbour to one commandment, namely love of neighbour. Though love of God comes first in the order of commanding (ordo praecipiendi) love of neighbour has to come first in the order of execution (ordo faciendi) “Those who love one another and love God who dwells in them constitute a city for God. A city is held together by a law. The law of this city is love and love itself is God, for it is written “God is Love”. Therefore, the one who is full of love is full of God, and many people full of love constitute a city for God… Be in that city and God will not be outside you”. And this is the New Kingdom that Christ preached.
The presence of the Kingdom of God took flesh in the Person of Jesus in His Incarnation. Several verses in the Ne Testament  teach that God’s rule has  broken into human history to deliver men and women from the power of sin and death, .in other words God’s kingdom was present in Jesus  and demonstrated in His every word, and in his every deed against falsehood and error. He taught truth and his powerful teaching was positive proof of the kingdom's presence over, against disease, death and demonic possession. He healed, resurrected and delivered miracles. From beginning to the end, Jesus entire life and ministry was the expression of God’s mighty rule which is of Love that had broken into history to deliver the creation.
Through his parables, Jesus taught that Gods laws are know to everyone. They are planted like a seed in the heart. When Jesus said that the kingdom God is at hand, he meant that we are not far from the kingdom when we recognize God’s law of love for God and for neighbour. And the kingdom of God becomes a reality for us when we choose to follow Gods, laws as we live each day. The kingdom of God is truly at hand for anyone to discover. That is to discover the God (Jesus himself) within you and among, you, where one experience and lives the blessedness that is promised in Sermon on the Mount. I would argue that the Kingdom of God that Jesus was trying to speak about is nothing but He Himself. The rule of God was in Jesus. He was, as ancient church theologians believed, the “Autobasileia” Himself the Kingdom. And in the book of Acts, when the apostles preached Jesus, they preached the kingdom and when they preached the kingdom, they preached Jesus 
3. Beatitudes-Meaning:
The word "beatitude" comes from the Latin “beatitudo", meaning "blessedness." or “happiness” The phrase "blessed are" in each of the beatitudes implies a current state of happiness or well-being. The expression held powerful meaning of "divine joy and perfect happiness" to the people of the day. In other words, Jesus was saying "divinely happy and fortunate are" those who possess these inward qualities. While speaking of a current "blessedness," each pronouncement also promises a future reward. We see that Beatitudes consists of two phrases: the condition and the result. In almost every case the phrases used are familiar from an Old Testament context, but in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus elevates them to new levels of teachings. Together, the Beatitudes present a new set of ideals that focus on a spirit of Love and Humility rather than force and exaction. They echo the highest ideals of Jesus teachings on spirituality and compassion.

The Beatitudes are the declarations of the blessedness upon Christians in Christ’s opening sentences in His Sermon on the Mount, they define the characteristics of Christians or anyone who believes or accepts as expressed by Christ. When citing the Beatitudes Jesus was laying down the principles of the Kingdom of God. They are a cod of ethics and a standard of conduct for all professing Christians. They contrast Kingdom values with worldly values, contrast superficial faith with the faith by which Christ expects Christians to walk. Beatitudes are not multiple choices, we cannot choose to regard some and disregard others, and they must be conformed to as whole to inherit the kingdom of God. The section of the Beatitudes is one of the most loved portions of the Gospel and is the first and longest message of Jesus that we have in the Gospel. The teachings of the Sermon on the Mount have been a key element of Christian Ethics. And for centuries the sermon has acted as a fundamental recipe for the conduct of the followers of Jesus. Various religious and moral thinkers (e.g. Tolstoy and Gandhi) have admired its message. The Sermon on the Mount covers several different topics. If we were to summarize the Sermon on the Mount in a single sentence, it would be something like this, How to live a life that is dedicated to and pleasing to God, free from hypocrisy, full of love and grace, full of wisdom and discernment. 
3.1. Historical background

Jesus Christ gave us the eight Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, recorded for all posterity in the Gospel of Matthew, the first Book of the New Testament of the Bible. Matthew's Gospel was directed to an audience steeped in Hebrew tradition. The Gospel of Matthew stressed that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah foretold in Hebrew Scripture our Old Testament, and that the Kingdom of the Lord is the Kingdom of God in Heaven. Jesus offers us a way of life that promises eternity in the Kingdom of Heaven.
The teachings of Jesus of Nazareth were simple but unique and innovative at the time of his life on earth. He began teaching about 30 AD during the ruthless Roman occupation of Palestine. At the time there were four major groups in the Jewish religion, the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and the Zealots, all of whom presented a different viewpoint to the Jewish people. The Pharisees demanded strict observance of the Mosaic Law expressed in the Torah, but also accepted the oral tradition of Jewish customs and rituals. The Sadducees were mainly from the priestly families and strictly accepted the Law of Moses but rejected oral tradition. The Pharisees, unlike the Sadducees, believed in the resurrection of the dead. The monastic Essenes awaited a Messiah that would establish a Kingdom on earth and free the Israelites from oppression. The Zealots were a militant Jewish group who wanted freedom for their homeland, and were centered in Galilee; one of the Twelve Apostles was Simon the Zealot.
The Ten Commandments, given to Moses on Mount Sinai in the Old Testament Book of Exodus, related a series of "Thou shall not" phrases, evils one must avoid in daily life on earth. In contrast, the message of Jesus is one of humility, charity, and brotherly love. He teaches transformation of the inner person. Jesus presents the Beatitudes in a positive sense, virtues in life which will ultimately lead to reward. Love becomes the motivation for the Christian. All of the Beatitudes have an eschatological meaning, that is, they promise us salvation - not in this world, but in the next. The Beatitudes initiate one of the main themes of Matthew's Gospel that the Kingdom so long awaited in the Old Testament is not of this world, but of the next, the Kingdom of Heaven. While the Beatitudes of Jesus provide a way of life that promises salvation, they also provide peace in the midst of our trials and tribulations on this earth.
3.2 The Text: Mt: 5:1-12:

THE EIGHT BEATITUDES OF JESUS
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they, who mourn,

 for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek,

 for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
 for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
 for they shall obtain mercy. 
Blessed are the pure of heart,
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
 for they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

3.3: Biblical meaning of the Beatitudes:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
        "Poor in spirit" means to be humble. Humility is the realization that all our gifts and blessings come from the grace of God.(Psa 34:18,51:16-17, Isa 51:16-17,66:2) To have poverty of spirit means to be completely empty and open to the Word of God. When we are an empty cup and devoid of pride, we are humble. Humility brings openness and an inner peace, allowing one to do the will of God. He who humbles himself is able to accept our frail nature, to repent, and to allow the grace of God to lead us to Conversion. It is pride, the opposite of humility, which brings misery. For pride brings anger and the seeking of revenge, especially when one is offended. If every is humble and poor in spirit, there would be no war!
"Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted."
        If we are humble and appreciate that all of our gifts and blessings come from God, we grow in love and gratitude for Jesus Christ our Saviour. But this can only produce mourning and regret over our own sins and the sins of this world,(Lk18:13-14) for we have hurt the one who has been so good to us. One also mourns for the suffering of others.
St. Gregory describes another reason to mourn: the more one ascends in meditation of Divine Truth, Beauty, and Goodness, and then realize the poverty of human nature; man can only be left in sorrow. When one contemplates that we were made in the image and likeness of God and lived in Paradise, the Garden of Eden, and compare that to our present state after the fall, one can only mourn our present condition. But the sentence continues that they shall be comforted, by the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, and hopefully one day in the Kingdom of Heaven.(Isa 61:1-3, Rom 14:7). Mourning in this context is called a blessing, because mourning of our fallen nature creates in us a desire to improve ourselves and to do what is right! 
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth."
The Meek here are those who find their refuge in God and commit their way entirely to Him. Meek are not weak as many think, but controlled  strength in gentleness and forbearance, restraint coupled with strength and courage, although one can be meek but actively angry at evil.(Ga 6:1; 2Tim 2:24-26; Mt 21:12-13)
        St. Gregory of Nyssa taught that the Beatitudes build one upon another. A humble person becomes meek, or becomes gentle and kind, and exhibits a docility of spirit, even in the face of adversity and hardship. A person that is meek is one that exhibits self-control. St.Augustine advises us to be meek in the face of the Lord, and not resist but be obedient to him. Obedience and submission to the will of God are certainly not in vogue these days, but they will bring one peace in this world and in the next.
"Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied."
        Justice and righteousness in the New Covenant indicate the fulfilment of God's will with your heart. It is not mere observance of the law (Matthew 5:20), but rather an expression of brotherly love (I John 3:10). A continuous desire for justice and moral perfection will lead one to a fulfilment of that desire, a transition and conversion to holiness. This is true for all the virtues .if you hunger and thirst for temperance, you will head towards the goal you have in mind. St. Augustine called the Beatitudes the ideal for every Christian life in his discourse on the Lord's Sermon on the Mount; he noted the correspondence of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and their necessity in fulfilling the Beatitudes. For example, one must have the gift of fortitude so one may be courageous in seeking social justice.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy."
        Mercy is the loving disposition towards those who suffer distress. “Love”, compassion, and forgiveness towards one's neighbour will bring peace in your relationships. We say in the “Lord's Prayer”: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. As we are merciful to others, so our Heavenly Father will be merciful with us! Jesus Christ (Mt 18:21-35; Lk 10:30-37; Heb 2:17) here teaches that Christians in whom active compassion is manifested ensure their place in the eternal kingdom of God. This is the blessing Paul said they are to inherit, they reflect the love of God for others, and their own Love for God (Col 3:12-14; 1Jn 3:16-19). Jesus reminds us that whatever "you did to the least of my brethren, you did it to me (Matthew 25:31-46). The following are ways to be merciful to your neighbour as well as to be obedient in faith to Christ our Saviour.
The Corporal Works of Mercy 
1 Feed the Hungry
2 Give drink to the thirsty
3 Clothe the naked
4 Shelter the homeless 
5 Comfort the imprisoned 
6 Visit the sick 
7 Bury the dead 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy
1 Admonish sinners
2 Instruct the uninformed
3 Counsel the doubtful
4 Comfort the sorrowful
5 Be patient with those in error
6 Forgive offenses
7 Pray for the living and the dead

"Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God."

This Beatitude picks up an Old Testament image and applies it to its fulfilment in the Kingdom. It describes both an inner purity and a singleness of mind. The “heart” is used in the Bible for the will, the choices. And so to be pure in heart means that the decisions one makes, the desires one has, the thoughts and intentions of the will, are untarnished by sin, and that the will is determined to be pleasing to God. From the pure of heart comes only good things, acts of love and mercy, desires for righteousness and justice, decisions that please God.
          Moses (Exodus 33:20), John 1:18, and Paul (I Timothy 6:16) all say that no one can see God here on earth! But Jesus says the pure of heart shall see God! To be pure of heart means to be free of all selfish intentions and self-seeking desires. What a beautiful goal! How many times have any of us performed an act perfectly free of any personal gain? Such an act is pure love. An act of pure and selfless giving brings happiness to all.

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God."

God is the God of peace. His whole plan of redemption is to provide peace with God for those who were formerly alienated from God, and ultimately bring peace to the whole world (Isa 9:6-7). This is the goal of the wok of Jesus. But in the human race, however, there is strife and conflict with little hope for peace and unity. The peace that God brings is not a cessation of hostilities, tolerance, or the readiness to give way. True peace that the world needs call for a complete change of nature. And only God can give this kind of peace. It is a peace that the world does not understand ( Jn 14:27). It begins with reconciliation with God and extends to reconciliation with other people.

          Those who are peace makers are the first and foremost people who understand what true peace is. Peacemakers not only live peaceful lives but also try to bring peace and friendship to others, and to preserve peace between God and man. St. Gregory of Nyssa calls a peacemaker a man who brings peace to another; but one cannot give another one does not possess oneself. Hence the Lord wants us first to be yourself filled with the blessings of peace and then to communicate it to those who have need of it. By imitating God's love of man, the peacemakers become children of God. 
"Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
 for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven."
          The biblical passage continues to elaborate:"Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you"(Matthew 5:11-12). Jesus said many times that those who follow Him will be persecuted.” If they persecute me, they will persecute you" (John 15:20-21).

          Christians suffer unpopularity, rejection and criticism in the world for their witness to Christ and the truth of God’s word but they are to rejoice when they do (Jam 2:2-4; 5:10-14; 1Pet 4:12-13).Stephen, Peter and Paul, nearly all of the Apostles, and many Christians in the Roman era suffered martyrdom. Oppressive governments and endless conflicts in the last one hundred years, such as World Wars I and II, and the Middle East wars in Iraq, Egypt, and Syria have seen their share of martyrs, such as. St. Maximilian Kolbe offered his life in place of a stranger at the Auschwitz death camps on August 14, 1941. Dietrich Bonheoffer was a Lutheran pastor who was hanged on April 9, 1945 for condemning the leadership of Hitler in Nazi Germany. Latin American martyrs, and Middle East Christians The Central American Martyrs include the 38 recognized martyrs of La Cristiada, the Cristero War from 1926 to 1929, when the Mexican government persecuted priests of the Catholic Church, such as St. Christopher Magallanes, St. Toribio Romo Gonzalez, and the 14 year old martyr Blessed Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio. Another Central American martyr was Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, who was assassinated while saying Mass at Divine Providence Hospital on March 24, 1980 for speaking out against government human rights violations.
            At the time of Jesus of Nazareth (Matthew 2:23) and the early Christian Church (Acts 24:5), a Christian in the Middle East today is still called a Nazarene or in Arabic Nasranior plural Nasara. Middle Eastern Christians have suffered severe persecution since the Iraq War. At least 58 Christians were slaughtered during Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Salvation Syriac Eastern Catholic Church in Baghdad on October 31, 2010. Sixty thousand Christians in Mosul, Iraq have fled their homes since the beginning of the War. July(2014) the terrorist Islamic State marked remaining Christian homes in Mosul with the Arabic letter Noon (for Nazarene, Nasrani, or Nasara) and advised residents that they have 24 hours to leave, convert to Islam, or die. The present turmoil in Syria has left 500,000 Christian refugees displaced from their homes, having fled to Jordan, Lebanon, and other Middle Eastern countries. Many Christians are persecuted, killed up to today because of their faith in Christ. But the Lord promised those that suffer for His sake will be rewarded with the Kingdom of Heaven!
4. St: Augustine and the Beatitudes: 
St.Augustine once observed that the “New Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New”. In his early years as a Manichean, St.Augustine had trouble interpreting the Bible He would acknowledge the role of his intellectual pride complicit in his prior difficulty with Scripture. After his conversion, he learned from St.Ambrose to interpret the Scriptures symbolically. As a guiding principle for the revelation of the Scriptures inner spirituality, he took the Ambrosian hermeneutic: “the letter kills, but the spirit gives life”. The date given to this work his sermon on the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount , is somewhere around 393, which is right in the middle of his five years of ministry as a priest.(Retrac I.18)). Augustine tells us that he is using Mathew’s Gospel as an account of this sermon as the scriptural basis for this commentary. In a lot offered at the end of his translation of Augustine’s Retractationes, D.Kavanaugh wrote that Augustine`s reason for writing on this particular Gospel passage was because, “To this life long searcher for truth, obedience to the precepts of Christ through love rather than fear as in the Old Law, the lesson contained in the Sermon on the Mount was a way of life for all followers of Christ”.

We know that Augustine was new to this mission, but he was not timid about taking on such grand tasks as the Sermon on the Mount. He has not perfected his exegetical skills which he displays in other later works such as his Tractates on John’s Gospel, perhaps this is why his entry on Retractationes regarding On the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, is noticeably longer than the other entries.

St.Augustine approached his work with the temperament of a child rather than that of a scholar. Indeed, as a God fearing man. St.Augustine´s commentary possesses a clarity and depth that recommends it across the ages. He begins with the profound assertion that “anyone who piously and earnestly ponders the Sermon on the Mount as we read in the Gospel according to Mathew, I believe he will fine therein, the perfect standard of the Christian life.” Imparted by the One True Teacher, the Sermon on the Mount elucidates the divine principles of justice guiding us to the narrow path that leads to communion with the Saints. He spends the greater part of this work devoted to a thorough treatment of the centrepiece of the Sermon: the Beatitudes. In this darkening age, the centrality of the beatitudes in Catholic moral theology has faded from memory. The Beatitudes have come to be misunderstood moral platitudes. There is modern tendency to project the Beatitudes as a type of social reform, lifting the poor and persecuted and accentuating a worldly peace, but St.Augustine turn our attention to the fact that they are intended to be directed inward. As Msgr: Ronald Knox said, “We are here to colonize heaven, not make things better on earth”.

St.Augustine`s commentary can turn our gaze to a proper understanding of the Beatitudes as pronouncements of the perfect moral law that were hidden in the Old Testament is unveiled by Christ in New Testament. The Beatitudes are the embodiment of the Catholic and Moral theology. St.Thomas refines the moral end of St:Augustine’s ethic by explaining that “to possess God in full in the beatific vision is to have our powers fully  realised, fully perfected, and to fin them at rest, in perfect happiness for all eternity”.

St.Augustine explains that the first seven beatitudes are the “maxims on which the Lord based this entire Sermon”. He draws a distinction between the first seven and the eighth. He tells us “there are seven maxims which constitute perfection”. These first seven are a free will choice to follow; the eighth is done to us in consequence of choosing the first seven. The eighth proclaims “Blesses are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Our labour entails cooperating with grace to cultivates the virtues to facilitate the attainment of the first seven beatific precepts and then to allow the eighth Beatitude to perfect us through redemptive suffering. St.Augustine explains that “the profitable thing is not suffering those evils, but bearing them with equanimity and cheerfulness for the sake of Christ”.
4.1: Sermon on the Beatitudes:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” To be poor in spirit is not to be materially impoverished, but to be humble. St. Augustine explains that “whoever is puffed up is not poor in spirit.” The poor in spirit are not weak; they are strong enough to be detached from the material riches of this world. Considered as humble who fear God in perfect wisdom He says poor are humble and the rich (pride) as haughty. The kingdom of heaven is on high but as is said in Mathew 23:12, “he that humbles himself shall be exalted.” St. Leo the Great further elucidates the maxim: “blessed, therefore, is poverty which is not possessed with a love of temporal things, and does not seek to be increased with the riches of the world, but is eager to amass heavenly possessions.”

“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth”. The Greek word for meek has a twofold meaning at once as strong as iron, yet as gentle as a feather. Jesus describes meekness as being “wise as serpents and gentle as doves.” St. Francis de Sales further elucidates meekness when he says” there is nothing as strong as true meekness, there is nothing as gentle as true strength.” One who is truly meek will possess the earth, “if you are not meek, it will possess you.” St. Augustine notes that the earth refers to the heavenly kingdom and in another sense, self-possession ordered to Christ that unifies and integrates a community of souls.
“Blessed are they who mourn for they shall be comforted.” St. Augustine cautions us against an improper understanding of mourning. Jesus does not bless every form of sorrow. Despair is sorrow without hope. Self-pity is a most dangerous form of morning. What of “those who mourn “according to the flesh? They have troublesome and frightening consolations.” Mourning is the expression of inner discontent, of the gap between desire and satisfaction, in other words for suffering. We are to mourn for our sins and the sins of others. Our “true consolation will be that which gives comfort that will never be lost.”

“Blessed are those who thirst and hunger for justice, for they shall be satisfied.” If we hunger for the things of this world we will end in starvation. We ought to hunger for justice, the Bread of Life who is Christ. He tells us in John 6:41, “I am the bread that has come down from heaven.” We ought to thirst for the living water of which our Lord said “whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst.” St. Augustine advises us to “pant after the drink of the thirsty as well, for with Thee is the fountain of Life.” Christ being the all-encompassing truth and justice is our food and drink, we ought to hunger and thirst for Him.

“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.” St. Augustine reminds us here of the truth that we are beggars at Gods door and someone is begging from us. He entreats us to remember that “as you treat your beggar, so will God treat his.” He exhorts: “Out of your own fullness fill an empty man, so that your own emptiness may be filled from the fullness of God.” To those come to the aid of the needy, charity or almsgiving, and to him that shows mercy, mercy will be shown. The holy appeal to show mercy is well illustrated by the parable of the Good Samaritan.

“Blessed are the pure of heart for they shall see God.” St. Augustine explains that “the eyes by which God is seen are within the heart.” As if he is speaking to our age he admonishes, “How foolish then are those who try to find God through the use of their bodily eyes!” We must walk by faith not by sight. The purification of our hearts is the true end of our love which will allow us to see God clearly. The brightness of the true light will not be able to be seen by the unclean sight: and that which is joy to minds that are clean, will be a punishment to those that are tarnished. St. Augustine explains, “A simple heart is a heart that is pure; and, just as the light which surrounds us cannot be seen except through eyes that are clear, so neither is God seen unless that through which He can be seen is pure.”

Blessed are the peacemakers for they are the children of God.” St. Augustine clarifies that “where there is no contention, there is perfect peace. And because nothing can contend against God, the children of God are peacemakers.” The Peacemakers of God are the opposite of the peacemakers of the world, for the men of the world cry “peace peace when there is no peace.” St. Augustine explains that “man is unable to rule over the lower things unless he in turn submits to the rule of a higher being. And this is the peace promised on earth to men of good will.” God’s peace is only possible when everything is in its proper order and oriented to Him.

Finally, “Blessed are you, when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account, Rejoice and be glad for your reward I great in Heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets before you”.The first seven Beatitudes are free will choices on our part; the eighth Beatitude is done to us in consequence of these choices. We are to suffer the eighth Beatitude as we prefect the practice of the first seven.
4.2. Beatitudes Corresponding Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

St Augustine writes that in preaching the Gospel one ought to preach it in such a way that he will reckon his reward in the Gospel itself and in the Kingdom of God; in that way he can preach it willingly and not through constraint. He says when one willingly offers him or herself, it allows one to realize the call to continue the Mission of Christ for the “salvation of the other”.when one lives as a child, rather than a slave, then one is able to fulfil the Christian calling of glorifying God in the action of being fully alive, that is in the cast of ministering for the salvation of the other.St.Augustine in letter 21 shares, in his commentary on the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, in the beginning of his letter to Valerius, Augustine uses the image of a soldier doing what the emperor commands. This soldier then takes the role of a sailor who becomes second in charge and yet does not know that details of what it takes to operate and steer a ship. In writing the commentary Augustine shows how Christ unveiled the law hidden in the Old Testament by elucidating the relationship between the Beatitudes, virtues and the gifts of the Holy Spirit enumerated by Prophet Isaiah 11:2-3 he speaks of the coming of the Christ:” the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord”. Christ came to fulfil the lwa and the prophets and in the Beatitudes he reveals the law hidden in the Prophet’s account of those seven operations the Holy Spirit.

He orders and clarifies the relationships between the beatific precepts and their corresponding spiritual gifts. Poverty of spirit corresponds with fear of the lord in which all wisdom begins. Meekness corresponds with piety, honour for the sacred Scriptures and the restrained power to live them out. Mourning corresponds with the gift of knowledge and facilitates the discernment of good from evil. Hunger and thirst for justice corresponds with the gift of fortitude to be truly just. Mercy coincides with the gift of counsel which exhorts us to forgive as we wish to be forgiven. Purity of heart corresponds with the gift of understanding what the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard. Peacemaking corresponds with the gift of wisdom. St. Augustine explains that “for with peacemakers all things are in proper order, and no passion is in rebellion against reason, but everything is in submission to man’s spirit because that spirit is obedient to God.”

4.3 Application of the Beatitude
After Jesus proclaims the Beatitudes, the rest of the Sermon on the Mount illustrates the effects manifested by the precepts of the perfect moral law. The Beatitudes are the heavenly norms for which we must strive to conform ourselves by cooperating with the graces gifted by the Holy Spirit. Christ presents the Beatitudes to us in their proper order from the lowest to the highest. The first step of the climb on this stairway to heaven is humility leading upwards through the rest of the Beatitudes towards the final end of wisdom. The Beatitudes embody the properly ordered mystical hierarchy of the rise to sanctity.

The splendour of the Beatitudes lived out completely is no less than the ascent to full communion with the saints. St. Thomas refines the moral end of St. Augustine’s ethic by explaining that “to possess God in full in the beatific vision is to have our powers fully realized, fully perfected, and to find them at rest, in perfect happiness for all eternity.” Here in the Gospel of Mathew is gifted to us the perfect standard of Christian living. Allow St. Augustine to bring us to a deeper and properly ordered understanding of our Lord’s call to the beatific vision.

Here is but a foretaste of the feast for the soul, available to the spiritual reader of St. Augustine’s insightful exegesis of the Sermon on the Mount. The Church Doctor exhorts us to heed Christ’s words as he closes His Sermon: “Everyone therefore who hears these words of mine and acts according to them, I shall liken him to a wise man who builds his house on a rock.” When the storms of life come, the house stands. The alternative is to build our house on the shifting sands of the secular world. As G.K. Chesterton quipped, “There are an infinite number of ways to fall, but there is only one way to stand.” The one way to stand up straight as a citizen of the City of God is by that perfect standard of Christian living, the Beatitudes, hidden in the Old Testament and revealed to us in the New through the Sermon on the Mount.
5. Origin of Augustinian missionary sisters:
The Congregation of the Augustinian Missionaries is a branch of the Augustinian Order that looks to St.Augustine as Father and Teacher and is guided by his rule and spirituality as a basic guidelines in interpreting the Gospel, following Christ with greater freedom and imitating him more closely through the practice of the evangelical counsels, in our own way leading a life dedicated to God.Listening to the voice of God who speaks to us everyday through the “Word” (of God) so that we become the word to others, in sowing the seeds of the Kingdom in the hearts of the people. The Spirit of St. Augustine enables us to be ever more fully aware what we are called to be: a family whose missionary service is founded on an appreciation of each one’s goodness, our love for one another, and our spirit of collaboration. 

           In January 1883 a cholera epidemic left many girls orphaned in Philippines Islands. This urgent need of ministering to the growing number of the poor and orphaned children reached the ears of Augustinian contemplative sisters in the Beaterio in Barcelona, Spain, who belonged to the Third Order of St. Augustine. They fully being docile to the call of the Spirit gave themselves for a greater noble cause. Later in 1888 five of them returned back to Spain. In 1890 accepting the proposal of Fr.Font OSA, three sisters from the Beaterio namely Monica Mujal Clara Canto and Querubina Samarra availed themselves for the new mission. On 24th April 1890 the three sisters left the community of the Beaterio for the new mission entrusted to them. After reaching Madrid, they took asylum in General Pardinas street. The community was canonically erected on 6th may, 1890 and M.Clara Canto became the first superior of the new community. Surely at that time no body knew it was a special in which a new charism is springing up in the heart of the Church. (AGAM). The Congregation was founded during the pontificate of LeonXIII, who was known as the Pope of the Working Class. It is important to notice that it was a period flourishing with the ideas of socialism, capitalism, laborers associations and revolutions.
5.1. The Identity of the Congregation:
The Augustinian Missionaries today form a Congregation that, inspired in the Spirit of St.Augustine , enables them to live “unanimous with one soul and one heart , set on the road to God” we share the richness and vitality of our spirit in four Continents: Europe, Asia, Africa and America, in an ample display of activities in witnessing to the values of the Gospel the supreme norm of our life, imprinting the principles of the kingdom that was taught by our Lord in His Sermon on the Mount, a life of humility, compassion and Love that is experienced, lived and shared as children of God in His Kingdom here and now. We give an account of our faith and our hope with the corporate testimony of being, doing and Sharing as a Stewards of Christ who are called to continue His work. Here I would like to specify more vividly our identity from our constitution:

We are an apostolic congregation, we profess to follow Christ in Chastity, Poverty and Obedience, according to the spirituality of St.Augustine, expressed principally in the Rule, and in these same Constitutions (C.2)
The fundamental source of our Spirituality is the Gospel, lived out in history and the Sprit of St.Augustine, and lived out in a context of: Interiority and the search for God; The community life; Service to the Church (C. 3)
As Augustinian Missionary Sisters we Endeavour to live this fraternity in harmony, and unity of hearts, with the diversity of our gifts, having Christ as the center of our personal unity and communion (C.43)
To live together, united in the Love of Christ is a grace of God and the fruit of personal asceticism. This fraternity is brought about in the context of sincere dialogue, the giving and accepting of forgiveness, the daily sharing of sorrows and joys, a care for the needs of each one, mutual acceptance and assistance, motivated by love that leads to support one another mutually with Love and to honor God in one another, because we are all temples of God. (C.44)
By our religious vocation we share in the mission Jesus received from the Father: to reveal to all men and women their conditions sons and daughter of God and to make present the Kingdom by our universal sharing fraternity, love justice and Peace

We carry out this mission as active members of the church committed to its evangelical work. (C.51)
The following of Christ leads us to carry out our mission in completely to the calling of the Spirit; we do this through Education and Human development programmes

With special attention to areas of poverty and great need and to mission territories “ad gentes” we live this out in a community of faith, love and prayer,in attitude of searching, openness, and evangelical simplicity that takes up and shares in the task entrusted to each sister.(C.8)
          Our journey as Augustinian Missionaries has been taking place through narrow roads and at the same time challenging cross roads which led our sisters the need to read together the signs of the times that offer on one hand, opportunities and on the other hand challenges for the mission of the church. And a permanent attitude of reflection upon realty and responding effectively to the problem and concerns which trouble people of our times, in accepting  the Church’s call to keep alive the spiritual and doctrinal legacy of St. Augustine.  The first four our sisters who offered themselves for the new Mission, Mother Antonia Campillo, Sr.Rita Barcelo, Sr.Augustina Basegoda and Sr.Querubian Samarra followed faithfully the instructions of St. Augustine, “No man must be so committed to contemplation as, in his contemplation, to give no thought to his neighbors needs, nor to so absorb in action as to dispense with the contemplation of God” (Trinity XIX.19).
Inspired by this, the sisters expressed their fervent and deep apostolic zeal derived from a heart that was completely consecrated to the service of Christ and His kingdom. They chose to love Christ in their neighbors who were in need of motherly love in a distant country. They followed the teachings of St. Augustine that the love of Christ and the love of our neighbor are inseparable so much that he uses the term. Christus Totus, the Whole Christ. Christ who is both the head and the body. To add more essence to this, he says when you receive the body of Christ in the Eucharist by saying “Amen”, you become the Body of Christ “be what you see, receive what you are” (Ser.272). In becoming the body of Christ, one becomes the Body of Christ to others too.
Mother Querubina, who eventually became one of our foundresses express their total availability and love for the mission. She writes; “The happiness we experience for the vocation God has given us is greater each day, we hope that it will be given to others, so that they will help us in the Mission that God has prepared us to accomplish” (AGAM 1.A.1.10. letter from Sr. Querubina).
5.2. The Missionary Heritage

Augustinian Missionaries being a cell within the Church, also is missionary in its character. “In fact evangelization is the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity” (EN.14).Apart from bringing itself closer to extinction the community that closes on itself is not a Missionary. Augustinian Missionaries sow the seeds of the New Kingdom, the seeds of “Love” in the world. This universal dimension makes the perspective broader and causes the members to avail themselves to the place on the horizon of mission. The self-understanding of Love and Faith in action, as our mission brings us to define ourselves as prophets of Love; we become a sign that expresses the Salvation brought about by Jesus Christ. To move explicitly in the direction of the Church and of openness to the world is a true Augustinian commandment: “So proclaim Christ wherever you can, to whoever you can, however you can. What is demanded of you is faith, not eloquence; let faith speak through your mouth and Christ is speaking. You see, if there is faith in you, Christ is living in you”. (Sermon 260E,)
Consideration for missionary activity is a continual theme in the works of St.Augustine especially in his sermons. “However many people you can persuade, many you can invite, summon, compel them to love God, He is fully there for all of them, and fully there for each of them” (Ser 179A, 4). For this reason –commenting on the prophet Ezekiel who felt urged by God to speak also to those who did not want to hear his voice (Ezek. 3, 5-7 and 33, 8-9) – he proclaims before the faithful of Hippo that he does not want to save himself without them: “This is my desire, this is my honour, this is my most treasured possession, this is my joy, and this is my pride and glory. But if you do not listen to me even though I have not kept quiet, then I will deliver Evangelisation is a result of an encounter with Jesus Christ. To him “An encounter with the Lord brings about a profound transformation in all who do not close themselves off from Him. The first impulse coming from this transformation is to my soul. But I do not want to be saved without you.”(Ser17, 2)

Communicate to others the richness discovered in the experience of the encounter.”(P-SAEEA, 1999, 68) Thus, “If He does not pour anything into you, you will be bone dry.” (Sermon 284, 1)In St. Augustine’s time, the Catholic Church lived moments of confrontation with other, openly argumentative groups. Proclamation of the evangelical message always comes across new and different obstacles. The assignment is clear: “We must not despair; pray, proclaim the truth, love.” (Hom. St. John 6, 24).

 Well aware of the Call of the Spirit as a Missionary, drinking from the well of that Missionary zeal of St.Augustine and of our Founderesses and those sisters who have preceded us, the Augustinian Missionary Sisters continue to spread the fragrance of this Missionary heritage as we are going to step into the 125 years of our Missionary Journey as Sowers of the New kingdom. With the attitude of gratitude and being proud of being a member of this family, here I present you the gems of this family, beginning from the Founders of our Congregation M.Clara Canto,M.Minica Mujal and M.Querubina Samarra.Their ardent zeal for the mission of Christ set the congregation on a path of missionary and prophetic dimension. God chose them to a Missionary vocation, to mark the beginning of a new style of following his son Jesus in his universal church. It was here that the first community of the congregation was born. The three sisters eventually became the cornerstone of the Augustinian Missionary Sisters. 
These first missionaries of the congregation began to shape the missionary aspect of the congregation, and many others continue to shape it. The congregation stills recalls with gratitude the true missionary spirit that filled other six Augustinian Missionaries who lived between the years 1879 to 1961, serving in different parts of the globe. The sisters remained faithful to the spirit and charism of our foundresses. We call them women of faith because they gave themselves wholeheartedly to serve the church amid difficulties and storms of life. Our sisters are worth mentioned here as they gave us the true Augustinian vision of the missionary character of the congregation.
They lived according to the spirit of our first constitution dated 1890. “You have renounced to the world, to your families to your mother land but to go in the wings of divine love to far away and unknown lands, bringing with you the balsam of consolation to so many unhappy people who do not have it, and to the human beings who are more in need like the children, and to teach the Christian and consoling doctrines of Jesus” (CAM
 1890).Their names are; Mother Rita Quiepo, Pilar Fernadez, Natividad Gorrochategui,Visitacion Franco Paz Revilla and Maria Teresa Saez de miera. 

They are the ancestors of Augustinian Missionary Sisters whom we significantly treasure. Their finite humanity, on the edge, in their everyday struggles, as consecrated women lived out their fidelity, giving a reason for the joy that lives in them, became splendid witnesses, effective proclaimers, companion and neighbors for the women and men with whom they shared took the Gospel as a way of their life., taught us the meaning of becoming a true missionary. They showed total fidelity to the mission of Christ. They left a mark in our congregation. They believed that one’s heart and mind can be opened to the good news when the basic human needs are taken care of, like Jesus in the Gospel, Who cured the sick, gave food to the hungry, welcome children, accepted to be with sinners and those refused by society, engaged the rich and the religious people of his time to see beyond their self-interest so that all could hear His message about the most loving and compassionate Father. This was the same attitude that filled our sisters. They choose to care for the outcast in the society, the orphans, the unloved, the poor and the neglected. They were available and uprooted to serve them even in risky corners of the world, amidst war, demanding conditions, extreme weather, and poverty unfolding the unconditional Love God for His Children.
Their exemplary lives have taught many how to live a charism and spirituality incarnated in a mission. One of the Augustine’s letters to Deogratis on the question of instructing beginners in faith teaches that.  “The more love goes down in a spirit of service into the ranks of the lowliest people, the more surely it rediscovers the quiet that is within when its good conscience testifies that it seeks nothing of those to whom it goes down but their eternal salvation”, This words proved momentous by the sisters, they served the poor with love expecting no reward other than eternal life. Retracing our mind history from the earliest time of our congregation up to the present and examining the actions in the past, we find that our foundresses, made justice and excellence in the foundation of the Augustinian Missionary Sisters. The spirit of venturing into new frontier has been an essential mark of our foundresses’ charism, and that spirit has since accompanied the congregation in our history. Their deep love of Christ moved them to become missionaries at the service of the kingdom.

5.3 Messengers of Love and Witnesses Hope:

Augustine was suddenly chose to be ordained a priest was any indication of what the rest of his life was to be like; he became painfully aware of the immediate attention he needed to give preparing himself for this life of service. Augustine discovered, first hand that there are some things in life completely out of one’s control and that one needs to have a certain type of surrender of self in order to seek a greater good. He should spend rest of his life, first as priest and then as a Bishop and then preaching in very concrete ways, a just how vital his self-surrendering for the other is. The Sermon on the Sermon on the Mount was written to provide the people of Hippo with a scriptural basis of how they are called to conduct themselves in daily life through this work, we are able to see that the important connection which Augustine made between the faith that one professes and the way one lives that faith in action. According to Augustine we need to be aware of our call, to be available for the service to others. And this service is to bring people whom we serve to the recognition of their salvation. Being well aware of this calling The Augustinian Missionary sisters with joyful heart continue to offer their lives to God as Messengers of Love and witnesses of hope in serving the people of God who by their very life, invite them to live and experience in once own life the beatitude of being Poor and Meek, Mourning, Hunger and thirst for Justice, Pure in Heart, as Peacemakers and Persecuted for the cause of the Kingdom.
Down through the centuries many gave witness to faith in Christ through martyrdom. It is an ultimate consequence of witnessing to Jesus. His holiness St.John Paul II in Redemptoris Mission incites the missionaries not to be discouraged or cease to witness to Christ and his message in an environment that is hostile or indifferent. The supreme test is the giving of one’s own life in Jesus Christ. Those who give their lives for the faith in Jesus Christ are considered par excellence, the heralds and witness of faith. Although some years have passed since their martyrdom, comes to us with formidable strength of something that is close to us, something vital and something which impels us. They are Sr.Caridad and Sr.Esther with whom few of us conversed, laughed and shared life. It’s them, straightforward, one of us, part of our home and our ways. Two of our sisters who reached, through the simplicity of their lives the highest level of vocational fidelity., paid  the ultimate price of being missionaries of Christ and in that way become par excellence heralds of Christ in Algeria, the land of St.Augustine. He used to say: “Not the penalty, but the cause determines the martyrdom”. (En.Ps.168.9). we can say with St.John Paul II “In their weakness, they firmly resisted evil, in their fragility the strength of faith and the grace of God shined forth” 
5.4. Sowers of the New Kingdom:
Down through ages, our goal as missionaries is to reach out to the needy and become one with them and be there for them and bring them back to God. Augustine in his sermon expresses that he became one with the poor people of Hippo, “making myself poor with the poor, a beggar with the beggars” (Sermon 66, 5) He discovers that St. Mathew in his Gospel describes Christ who identifies himself with the poor. “As long as you did it for one of these the least of my brethren, you did it for me” (Mt.25:40), in these words Jesus remind us that, Christ “who, being in the form of God, did not count equality with God, emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave” (Phil.2:5-11) is not the one who was crucified, dead and resurrected and gone away from our midst. But he is here and now, present and lives with us, in others. According to Augustine, Mathew wants to show us that Christ is still present in this world, and we can easily reach him. It is meaningless to long for the presence of the risen Christ in heaven because we can meet Him with the poor. Augustinian Missionary Sisters are one with  people, living with them, walking beside them, listening in solidarity and sharing humbly with them each other’s lived experiences of  God and life. At the heart of this kind of relationship are trust, respect, love and compassion.
“The joy of the Gospel fills the heart and lives of all who encounter Jesus, with Jesus Christ joy is constantly born anew”. In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis, rings out with vitality, proclaiming the wonderful mystery of Good news that transforms the life of the person who takes it to heart. We are told the parable of joy: our meeting with Jesus lights up in us its original beauty, the beauty of the face on which the Father’s glory shines (2Cor 4:6) radiating happiness .Hearkening to the invitation of Pope, As missionaries, we have no boundaries in serving the people of God in any ministry that helps them toward human and spiritual growth. As Augustinians, the limit of our love is love without limit. Our love for Christ has no limits. It crosses the frontiers and cultures and religions. It reaches out to all the people on earth. Today the congregation is carrying out its missionary activities in 17 countries namely: Spain, Brazil, China, Algeria, Colombia, Argentina, Peru, Italy, Tanzania, Equatorial Guinea, India, Kenya, Chile, Mozambique, Dominican Republic, Taiwan and Philippines.
The members of the Congregation throughout the world, through loving hard work, respect for all people demonstrated by care and compassion, striving for justice and peace, great faith by manifesting a model of steadfast love in difficult times, continue to fulfill Christ desire, to be present in the world, giving joyful service to the least of our brothers and sisters, cheerfully serving the suffering Christ as he comes to us in the poor. Through her selfless giving, she imprints in the heart of the people in sowing the seeds of the New Kingdom, a Kingdom of Love, Peace and Joy. The New Kingdom is none other than Jesus Himself. We bring Christ into the lives of the People, who already lives in their midst. And thus the Beatitude takes home in the Life and Mission of the Congregation.
5.5 Stepping into 125 Years: 
Now we step into 125 years of our journey .Restless hearts are writing the history, carriers of unity peace, love and liberty ,sowers of friendship and fraternity, creating new routes, announcing new hope in the world All Human beings wish to be happy and all our activities are directed to same goal: happiness. From time immemorial up to our time, men and women are engaged in the pursuit of perfect bliss and meaning in life. Whether one is conscious of it or not, every person carries a spark of sacredness; but many at times a person is unable to make and adequate discovery of that divine glow and falls away from the essential to follow different paths such as materialism and even the great pitfall of our time secularism. This divine spark we carry in us is the image of God because we are created in the image and likeness of God: the Divine (Gn1:26-27). Looking at the world today, one realizes also that the great technical progress has not always brought about human progress: on the contrary: sometimes it becomes an obstacle to realizing real human worth. Humanity craving for happiness is an ever growing tendency; but at the same time, sad to see, the epoch we are living in, is not always on the right track. Looking at the life of St.Augustine, the personal experience of his spiritual odyssey can shed a lot of light on our journey towards authentic happiness.

Recognizing happiness as the goal or end of humanity and unity as the means to that end, Augustine saw that the great tragedy of the human condition was alienation. Every human being is a cracked pot. We want to be whole while we live fractured lives, afflicted by the separations within ourselves, separations between ourselves and other individuals, and separation from that one being who can bring final happiness, the infinite God. And we the Augustinian missionaries following the footsteps of St.Augustine are called to shape this world in telling people of how they are called to conduct themselves in daily life, following the principles laid down by our Lord on His Sermon on the Mount, a stepping stone of finding their happiness that is in God.
St.Augustine saw charitable works is to be included in what was to be shared in common good. That good resulting from the sharing of gifts received is what being in relationship is all about. Our human relationship is what compels us to share. Every interpersonal interaction demands a sharing on various levels: physical, psychological, emotional and spiritual. When these are all offered for the common good, one is truly fulfilling one’s calling as a human. Mark McIntosh, in his book, Mystical Theology, makes this clear when he writes, “The Human person is seen as created In the Image of God and as being  drawn into fullness of that likeness though incorporation into the Body of Christ. This process of becoming who, one most truly is takes place  by means of relationships, by means of Love  for the other-both divine and human”.
When we go into this world of ours to bear witness to the Gospel, we all should remember that seeking the common good, in doing things for the salvation of the other is also described by the Gospel command, Love of neighbor” For it is not exactly this love of neighbor which allows us to share all that we have? Is it not this love which allows us to sacrifice ourselves, which allows us to take on the characteristics of those who are blessed in the Beatitudes, and which allows us to share all things in common? “Who can love his neighbor that is everyone, as oneself, if he or she does not love God whose command and gift enable him or her to love his or her neighbor”? As Augustine offers “You should think of everyone as your neighbor, even before he or she is a Christian, for you do not know what that person is in God’s sight”.
6. Conclusion:

           Augustine saw the human person as a tension directed toward God, for he says “You have made us for yourself and our hearts has no rest until it rests n You”. (Conf I: 1) it is an expression of one yearning for God. A longing for a deeper meaning of life, a kind of nostalgia for God, is interwoven with our lives only when a person enquires about God, seeks him and goes towards him does one fine meaning and fulfillment for one’s life. Human beings are mysterious and in order to understand a human being, we need to see the human person in relation to God we are created by God in his image and our final destiny and fullness of life (Jn.10.10) is in God.
People today certainly need words, but most of all they need us to bear witness to the mercy and tenderness of the Lord which warms the heart, rekindles hope, and attracts people towards the good. What a joy it is to bring God’s Consolation to others. Pope Francis entrusts this mission to all consecrated to discover the Lord who comforts like a mother, and to comfort the People of God. Service in the Church arises our joy of meeting the Lord and from his call. This mission is to bring to the men and women of our time the consolation of God, to bear witness to his mercy. In Jesus’ view, consolation is gift of the Spirit, the Paraclete, and the Consoler who comforts us in our trial and wakes a hope that does not disappoint. Thus Christian consolation becomes comfort, encouragement, hope. It is the active presence of the Spirit (Jn14:16-17) , the fruit of the Spirit  and the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control(Gal5.22). 

In a world of distrust, discouragement and depression, in a culture in which men and women are enveloped by fragility and weakness, individualism and self-interest, we are asked to introduce belief in the possibility of true happiness, in the feasibility of hope that does not depend solely on talent, superiority or knowledge but on God. All are given the possibility of encountering him, if they only seek him with a sincere hearts. The men and women of our time are waiting for words of consolation, the availability of forgiveness and true joy. We are called to bring to everyone the embrace of God, who bends with a mother’s tenderness over us. Consecrated men and women signs of the fullness of humanity, facilitators and not controllers of grace, stooped down in a gesture of consolation. Pope Francis announces 2016 as the year of Mercy and Compassion. We are called to continue to sow the seeds of the New Kingdom letting the world to be haunted with Christ’s Love, Mercy and. Compassion.
Stepping into 125 years of our Journey as Augustinian Missionary Sisters, together with me I would like to call upon my sisters to recall the words of Pope Benedict XVI “And only where God is seen does life truly begin. Only when we meet the living God in Christ do we know what life is. We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us loved, each of us is necessary. There is nothing more beautiful that to be surprised by the Gospel, by the encounter with Christ. There is nothing more beautiful that to know Him and to speak to others of our friendship with Him”. (Homily, April 24, 2005). Let us continue to bear witness to Christ, as sowers of the New Kingdom, in allowing ourselves and the world to conduct ourselves by the precepts laid by Christ in the Beatitudes, so that the Old Adam grow older and older and the New Adam grow younger and younger.
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

ABRAHAM BEENA, Christ the way- A study of the spirituality of Augustinian Missionary Sisters in the light of the writing of St. Augustine, Rome 2008

ALONSO CARLOS , Las Augustinian Missioneras, (1883-1971), Zamora 1985.

From our origins, Roma 1983.

Archivo Genaral Augustinian Missionearas.
ALLAN D.FITZ GERALD,Augustine through Ages

CHRISTOPHER SHEA,“why power corrupts, smiths sonian Mgazine October 2012

DENIS J.KAVANAUGH, Intoduction to commentary on the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount.

DR.DAVID NAUGLE, Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God ,April 26-2010.

EVANGELII NUNTIANDI.14

FREDERICK VAN FLETERAN ,Semonie Domini n monte,De 

New Jerusalem Bible

N.T WRIGHT, A simply Jesus: a version of who he was…..2014

Post.Synodal, Apostolic Exhortation on Ecclesia I America 1999. 68

REV.FRANCISCO GELANDE,ed el,Congregation Hidtory of Salvation, the saving orcess of the Augustinian Missionary Sisters Rome 1995.

Rule, Constitution and Directory of the congregation of Augustinian Missionaries.

Saint Augustine, City of God, translated by Henry Bettenson. England 1467.

Saint Augustine,Confessions, A new translation by Henry Chadwick

Saint Augustine, Exposition of the Psalms, The works of St. Augustine:A Translation for the 21st Century, vol.20 translated by Maria Boulding, new City press.

ST.JOHN PAUL II, Homily,may 7th 2000.

ST.AUGUSTINE, Sermon 275,327.

STEVEN JONATHAN RUMMELBURG   St.Augustine’s commentary on the    Sermon on the Mount.

Women of Faith and Missionary Spirit- six Augustinian Missionaries, translated by Selvarani Joseph et al., Zamora: Ediciones Monte Casino, 2000. 
Witnesses of Hope, Messengers of Love: Maria Jesus Rodrigues AM. Madrid 2007






15

